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US Navy LSO School

1680 Tomcat Blvd. Suite 100

Virginia Beach, VA  23460-2189

DSN:  433-2515  Fax:  433-2911

Comm:  (757) 433-2515

E-mail:

lsoschool@nasoceana.navy.mil


Class Dates

Class #    Dates

IFGT (D-2G-0001) Initialtc \l1 "Class Dates
2-02 03-16 DEC 01

3-02 25 FEB - 08 MAR 02

4-02 13-24 MAY 02

5-02 10-21 JUN 02

6-02 05-16 AUG 02

7-02 09-20 SEP 02

1-02 21 OCT - 01 NOV 02

2-03
02-13 DEC 02

AFGT (D-2G-0002) Advanced

2-02 22-24 JAN 02

3-02 04-06 JUN 02

4-02 20-22 AUG 02

1-03
08-10 OCT 02

FRS/TRACOM (D-2G-0003)

2-02 15-17 JAN 02

3-02 09-11 APR 02

4-02 27-29 AUG 02

1-03
19-21 NOV 02


To attend the above classes, request quota(s) from your TYCOM LSO (CNAP, CNAL, or CNATRA) via your CVW/TRAWING LSO.  Please do not send quota requests directly to the LSO School since we do not control them.  Type Command LSOs assign quotas on a priority basis.

All classes convene 0800-1600 daily in building 240, NAS Oceana.  Flight suits are authorized.  Plan return flights no earlier than 1700 on the last day of class.  Attendees should ensure coordination of BOQ reservations prior to arriving at Oceana.  Please note: We no longer have a block of rooms reserved for your use, so call SATO early.   If the Oceana BOQ is full, FCTCA Dam Neck has a good BOQ [(757) 492-6913] and a Navy Lodge  [1 (800) NAVYINN] that are quite close to Oceana.  If you cannot attend, please notify the LSO School as soon as possible, so your quota may be filled by another LSO.

Aircraft Recovery Bulletins

tc \l1 "Aircraft Recovery Bulletins
The list of current ARBs follows:

Number
Date
Subj..
0-11-01-4
23 OCT 01
Quarterly



    Status

10-10E
23 AUG 01
Gen Info
12-12G
09 SEP 00
Barricade

29-12AB
09 JUL 01
MK7 MOD3

29-13AB
09 JUL 01
MK7 MOD3

33-12A
18 DEC 00
MK7 MOD3

33-13A
18 DEC 00
MK7 MOD3
62-12D
11 DEC 95
MK6 MOD3

 

 FLOLS
Interim Amendments:

IA #1 to the 33-12 & -13 (F/A-18E/F data) are out.

ARBs can be ordered in PDF format from Chris Ziem at Lakehurst via e-mail request:  ziemca@navair.navy.mil

OIC Comments

Adios Muchachos!!

What a long strange trip it’s been!  I can not believe it is over.  It has been a no-kidding blast.  But, with a heavy heart I join the ranks of the recovering LSOs (no such thing as a “former” LSO…. You're either active or recovering).  The LSO School has been turned over to the able hands of “Piglet” Robson and his special advisor “Ernie.” 

A special thanks goes out to all the Paddles that I have waved with.  It isn’t the high pay or fine food that keeps folks pressing on in the Navy.  The biggest draw to keeping me in the Navy was the quality people I had the pleasure to work with on the platform (the chance for an E-2 guy to go supersonic in an F-14B didn’t hurt either…thanks Coach).  I will definitely miss the sanctuary and camaraderie of the platform.  During my next cruise I am, however, looking forward to finally watching movies in their entirety, continuing to eat my dinner even after the “Paddles to the platform” call, and not having to scrub non-skid out of my hair every night.   

Keep ’em safe Paddles.  As I head out the door the LSO community is finally seeing a few long overdue improvements bolted on the carriers.  New equipment or not, it will continue to be the LSO’s responsibility to make that final experience-based judgement call during the last seconds of a carrier landing that allows the safe landing to continue or discontinues the unsafe pass prior to catastrophe.  Stay on top of your game.  Our pilots are counting on you.

Here are a few lessons I learned as an LSO:  

· There is no substitute for experience.  Spend time on the platform as often as possible.

· Any pilot can throw you a turd.  Don’t ever drop your guard.

· Practice MOVLAS.  If you don’t, you're gonna need it.    

· Never wrestle with a pig…You both get dirty and the pig likes it! (thanks Willy)

With that I’m out the door.  If you owe me a bottle, pay up.  If I owe you money…check's in the mail!

Adios,

Cowpie (recovering LSO)
AIRLANT

No joke to start off this time…my tenure as AIRLANT LSO was probably joke enough!  I want to thank all of the FRS paddles for doing a great job on the platform.  Heck, we only had one ramp strike!  All in all I enjoyed the job, and need to thank VF-101 for keeping me flying.  I really owe Cowpie a lot for helping out on the platform, and answering all of the questions that people would ask of me (also for not letting the E-2 land with his gear up on me while I’m in the landing area.)

I feel bad that there were a couple of instances where I wasn’t able to get guys the orders they wanted.   I have a whole new outlook on what the detailers have to go through.  I hope those of you that I did get orders for are enjoying the job.  If you don’t think it’s the best job you’ve done yet, give me a call and I’ll refund your life (no Zippy, I can’t actually do that.)

For all of the other LSOs out there…  never let your guard down.  No matter how long you’ve been waving, no matter how far into cruise, no matter who the pilot is; they are all out to get you.  Don’t let ‘em.  Treat every pass as if it were a nugget on his first trap in a new plane on your first day of waving.  Don’t take trash or compromise your standards.

Lastly, when I’m just another air wing pilot whining about grades, please punch me in the head.  I’ve taken up enough time that could be spent on porn (or tactics.)  Good bye to all; thanks for keeping me and everyone else off the ramp, and please let me come up to the platform on occasion to remember why I joined the Navy.

-Basher, Ex-Force Paddles

AIRPAC

Howdy Paddles!  If I missed you at Hook due to my quick retreat, my humble apologies.  From my brief experience there, it was off to a great start and all the stories afterward followed suit.  Lot’s of good stuff going on out there despite the current state of affairs with Terror abroad and at home.

Saw the flat screen from L3 for the VISUAL program - looked great with the new centerline camera, but we still need to smooth the details.  SATCC and the touch pad for the platform are working well with CAG 3’s post cruise perspective and some fine modeling by Gonzo sporting the headset.  “POSER!”  Handsets are surviving the typical herds of calm attitudes on the platforms that I’ve seen, and the IFLOLS/ Laser Line-up combo is great.

USS John C. Stennis, AKA “The Show Boat”, has been putting on a great act with ISIS and the new toys.  ISIS has become a great SA builder for the platform towards keeping paddles up to speed with CQ, emergencies, nuggets with helmet fires and the like.  A bunch of FRS quals were completed with a few battles in principal on the disquals away from the ship.  Kudos to all the bubbas making the hard calls and sticking to the guns.  The hardest part of the job I’ve seen and done is making a hard call, presenting it, and sticking to it to the end, despite all the pressure to bend and high level scrutiny.  Well Done Paddles.  

The biggest victory to date in the way of programs is the prospective funding for the whole IFLOLS package.  OPNAV requested that we prioritize all our programs for funding for the whole of Naval Air.  AIRPAC put out the list and all our toys made it.  IFLOLS was number 8 on the list of 40 programs.  Funding for the full 44 units is expected and in light of current affairs it could come sooner than later.  I know that’s just another “story” but our voice was finally heard and the outlook is very positive.  Expect a financial update soon that will be a lot more stable than the NASDAQ.

As for you prospective CAG LSO’s…  the competition is stiffening.  Much like BUPERS’ approach against those who dropped their letters and want back in.  The way I see it is that if you’re interested in making it to the best tour of your career, AND IT WILL BE, you need to be there on the platform doing it. Get your training quals, learn to train the cones and your buds! (Could be one in the same.)  Dedicate yourself and your time to get to the boats and keep learning about your stuff and yourself.  A Wing qual without knowing where the WSC is on the panel is pretty sloppy.  I see lots of bubbas out there doing it right so keep it up.

One thing that I have seen as a great attribute for us is improved communication around the block.  Lots of talk on and off the platform, on the e-waves, and picking up the phone to keep the bubbas up to speed.  Our standing as a community has gotten much better over the past few years and we should endeavor to keep it positive.  I know Cowpie has worked hard to get us out of the info vacuum with programs and funding issues and his award at Hook was a small token of appreciation for that.   The limelight nature of our job can be very rewarding and extremely burdensome all in the same moment.  Keep the faith and stay in touch.  Surf’s up, the winds are great for sailing, the greens are in good shape and the beer is cold here in San Dog should you feel the urge to visit.  



Taking No Trash,

Dwoo       

CNATRA

Keep ‘em safe,

LCDR “Max” Stout

CNATRA LSO

DSN 861-3325

Stout.r.j.lcdr@nrst.navy.mil   

New Programs

New programs - we've got your new programs for you!  If you know what the top five requests from the LSO Community were (or even if you don't) let's just say that four out of five are getting bolted on ships as you read this, and the fifth looks like its still being funded at this point.  If for some reason you were unavoidably detained and didn't attend the OAG (like you were slinging GBUs,) good luck and we'll catch you at the next one.

But for one and all, we've got the presentations from the OAG up on the website as your lips are slowly moving reading this paragraph.  (Does anybody really read what I have to say?  There's gouge in here, I tell ya!)  Speaking of gouge, if you CVW Paddles out there have your Paddles Pocket Checklist in electronic format, we'd love to have that available here for download/work-load reduction.  Please send them my way.

Anybody else dealing with NMCI right now?  I can't wait for the day that computers start making our lives simpler, less difficult than they do now.  Let's go back to acetate and overheads!  Speaking of computer issues, if you haven't checked out our website yet, try

http://www.nasoceana.navy.mil/lso/
but if that's not working and you just HAVE to get your hands on the latest APARTS and PASS programs, you can download them from 

http://home.att.net/~paddles/
directly.  Several quick fixes to PASS have been hammered out and have made it to the website for timely download.

Old = New Again

There are rampant rumors running throughout the Fleet that the LSO School has some sort of device that simulates aircraft landing on the back of the boat, as seen from the LSO Platform.  These rumors (and others) are true!  The upgrade to the host system and target projector is almost complete, and the new background projectors will be installed soon.  Our last IFGT class (1-02) was used as guinea pigs in a series of `free play' tests of the trainer.  It's a sign of how far the trainer has come since it was torn down that even these IFGT students learned something there.  Not that they `knew it all;' just that most of the `pitching deck' they experienced in the trainer was left over from extravagances experienced the previous night.  Good class…

For those IFGT students who made it through here without getting into the LSOT, if you can drop by during another IFGT class (generally the second week) you can see what you missed.  OR you can pester your CAG Paddles endlessly until they get Dad (CAG) to spring for the entire air wing to train here.  That's probably the best choice!  In any case, stop on by.

Who says LSOs are blind?

Got to send out some attaboys to the folks on the platform in CVW-17 on the GW.  During a foul deck waveoff of AC 700 from VS-30, they noticed a missing left aft avionics door.  And again on the GW, Mango Mangrum from VF-101 saw a large piece of FOD on the left ladder line because it moved after another aircraft trapped.  Those incidents just go to show that people are watching for the little things & catching them.  Keep scanning the LA & the entire aircraft for improper configuration!

Barnyard Follies

Obviously this paragraph is not what you think it is.  We're just swapping a Cowpie for a Piglet this month, and there shouldn't be any further rioting in the streets.  Cowpie is one hell of a friend, LSO, officer and boss.  Every fresh-faced IFGT Paddles who gets two jam-packed weeks of training here will feel his personal touch upon the hallowed halls of the School.  [Editor's note:  That's HALLS with an `H', not with a `B' you sickos!]  I wish we had more `before & after' photos of the BC (Before Cowpie) era.  The AD (After Digger) era has `The Platform,' new AIRLANT/PAC photos in the hall, a random-motion simulation table with associated orbs & sticks, and an improved conference room/gym.

He's had a hand in nurturing, jumpstarting or downright saving just about every new program you'll see on the platform.  Riding herd on IFLOLS, LRLS, VISUAL, centerline cameras, replacement monitors and the upgrades to the LSO Trainer have kept this cow puncher from coveted E-2 saddle time and probably added a few gray hairs in the process.  But he's lasted far longer than the required 8 seconds on each of these ornery critters, lined `em up and rode `em onto the ship, ready for the buckaroos in the Fleet.

Cowpie, fair winds, following seas and flight time far beyond what you've missed while `In Charge' of this asylum.  When `the Man' has you down during your department head job (don't say it won't happen) and you can no longer escape to the platform - remember all you've accomplished here and know that all the youngsters waving today owe you a debt of gratitude for your passion and dedication to the LSO profession.  You'll always have a beer waiting for you at the Platform.

Piglet, even though you've tasted the single-seat cool-aid, we know you're a Grumman man at heart.  Welcome aboard!  He knows how to tap a keg & work with power tools…  I think we'll keep him.



Non-bustus some rectums,




- Lefty

Safety

Hello all, Digger here.  OK, So this dyslexic walks into a bra… Dope!  They get worse every newsletter.

From the safety side of the house, I NEED YOUR HELP!  We are losing hundreds of priceless training videos, and I don’t mean the cruise “training” videos, although feel free to send us those too.  Seriously though, we are simply not getting PLAT tapes of mishaps and near mishaps sent to us.
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You all went through the school and know that PLAT tape analysis is an absolutely invaluable training tool.  By the way, if it is a mishap, it’s a requirement that a copy be sent to the school right away.  Please ensure your squadron and air wing safety officers aware of this.

Straight out of the safety bible: OPNAVINST 3750 section 717: 

Handle PLAT tapes as follows:

b. After review by the AMB, forward copies of the tape to the Officer in Charge, Landing Signal Officer School, NAS Oceana, to COMNAVSAFECEN (Attn: Code 10), and to the controlling custodian.  These commands will make the tape available for review by the SIR endorsers.
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Note the mishap board will review the tape and then send a copy to us right away, not after they are finished with their investigation.  Again, please make your squadron and air wing safety officers aware of this.

One more pitch.  We are not just looking for tapes where something went wrong.  PLAT tapes of LSO’s saving the day are just as invaluable to us as mishap tapes.  So, please make it a point to take the 10 minutes to send us a tape, and help us train the future.

Thanks, 

- Digger
Quote of the Quarter

" All the VAQ guys shaved their heads,

they already were the ugliest ready room of people on the boat, and this really accentuates the point.  They were ridiculed as only fighter guys can do to people at the last foc's'le' follies…"

       - Flake, CVW-1 Paddles on the T.R.


Photos of the Quarter
Cowpie, Basher & Piglet on the GW for FRS (look at the big smiles on Basher & Cowpie's faces - it's their last boat)

From the `The OIC went to Brazil & all we got was this stupid newsletter' department:

São Paulo (ex-French Foch)
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São Paulo's Lens & MOVLAS
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Lens
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MOVLAS
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"All ahead full / CLARA Lineup" command

"Bubba" Duarte & "Giao" Roberto, Brazilian LSOs




Cowpie, 'Appa' Ortiz (Argentinean LSO), Pierre Hannequin (French LSO)

Skyhawks Forever!
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Points of Contact

CNAL Force LSO (AIRLANT N83H)

LCDR Chris “Basher” Blaschum

DSN: 262-3310

Comm: (757) 322-3310

Blaschumcm@cnal.navy.mil
CNAP Force LSO (AIRPAC N83L)

LCDR Drew ”Dwoo" Basden

DSN: 735-1155

Comm: (619) 545-1155

Basden.Donald@cnap.navy.mil
CNATRA Force LSO (CNATRA N333)

LCDR Rod “Max” Stout

DSN: 861-3325

Comm: (361) 961-3325

stout.r.j.lcdr@nrst.navy.mil
LSO School OIC

LCDR Tom "Piglet" Robson

DSN: 433-2515

Comm: (757) 433-2515

Lsoschool@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Operations

LT Bill “Lefty” Lawrence

DSN: 433-2518

Comm: (757) 433-2518

lsoschoolops@nasoceana.navy.mil
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LSO School Safety

LT Jason "Digger" Klein

DSN: 433-2527

Comm: (757) 433-2527

lsoschoolsafety@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Admin Chief

ABEC Melvin Peters

DSN: 433-3193

Comm: (757) 433-3193

Lsoschoolchief@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Admin

YN2 William Cunningham

DSN: 433-2530

Comm: (757) 433-2530

cunninghamw@nasoceana.navy.mil
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