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US Navy LSO School

1680 Tomcat Blvd. Suite 100

Virginia Beach, VA  23460-2189

DSN:  433-2515  Fax:  433-2911

Comm:  (757) 433-2515

E-mail:

lsoschool@nasoceana.navy.mil


Class Dates

Class #    Dates

IFGT (D-2G-0001) Initialtc \l1 "Class Dates
6-01 06-17 AUG 01

7-01 10-21 SEP 01

1-02 05-16 NOV 01

2-02
03-16 DEC 01

AFGT (D-2G-0002) Advanced

4-01 25-27 JUL 01

1-02
30 OCT – 01 NOV 01

FRS/TRACOM (D-2G-0003)

5-01 31 JUL – 02 AUG 01

1-02 16-18 OCT 01

The Calendar Year 2002 Class schedule will be promulgated by Naval Message in August.  Expect 2 IFGT, 1 FRS/TRACOM & 1 AFGT class per quarter.


To attend the above classes, request quota(s) from your TYCOM LSO (CNAP, CNAL, or CNATRA) via your CVW/TRAWING LSO.  Please do not send quota requests directly to the LSO School since we do not control them.  Type Command LSOs assign quotas on a priority basis.

All classes convene 0800-1600 daily in building 240, NAS Oceana.  Flight suits are authorized.  Plan return flights no earlier than 1700 on the last day of class.  Attendees should ensure coordination of BOQ reservations prior to arriving at Oceana.  Please note: We no longer have a block of rooms reserved for your use, so call SATO early.   If the Oceana BOQ is full, FCTCA Dam Neck has a good BOQ [(757) 492-6913] and a Navy Lodge  [1 (800) NAVYINN] that are quite close to Oceana.  If you cannot attend, please notify the LSO School as soon as possible, so your quota may be filled by another LSO.

Aircraft Recovery Bulletins

tc \l1 "Aircraft Recovery Bulletins
The list of current ARBs follows:

Number
Date
Subj..
0-11-01-1
18 JAN 01
Quarterly



    Status

10-10D
18 NOV 97
Gen Info

12-12G
09 SEP 00
Barricade

29-12AB
09 JUL 01
MK7 MOD3

29-13AB
09 JUL 01
MK7 MOD3

33-12A
18 DEC 00
MK7 MOD3

33-13A
18 DEC 00
MK7 MOD3

62-12D
11 DEC 95
MK6 MOD3

 

 FLOLS
Interim Amendments:

IA #2 to the 29-12 and IA #3 to the 29-13 (EA-6B 20-degree flap info) are out.

ARBs can be ordered in PDF format from Chris Ziem at Lakehurst via e-mail request:  ziemca@navair.navy.mil

OIC Comments

Howdy Paddles.  I am looking forward to seeing all of you at this years LSO OAG/NATOPS conference here in beautiful Virginia Beach (24-26 October).  Start making travel plans now and come help direct the future of the LSO program.  The final day of the conference (26 October) will be dedicated to an LSO reunion/golf tournament.  If you know of any old LSOs (active duty or retired) please pass along this invitation.

Now, some thoughts on waving.  While going through LSO messages and e-mails received since our last newsletter, a common theme or reminder surfaced.  As a controlling LSO you MUST know exactly what you are dealing with when you roger the ball at ¾ of a mile.  Ship and FCLPs alike, there can be no questions about what is in the groove.  What am I talking about?  Aircraft lighting configuration (F-14 with wings aft of 25 degrees?), no approach light, and no trim (reported on the ball call) to name a few.  The time to hash out those anomalies is prior to the ball call.  What can we do to make sure this happens?  Here are a couple:

1) Train your pilots to report any aircraft problems to Paddles before they call the ball.  When a pilot reports a problem to Paddles, we must confirm with the pilot if he anticipates any problems flying the pass (then move the wave-off window out accordingly.)

2) Train the enlisted phone talkers on the platform to point out problems early.  Do your phone talkers understand the possible problems with no approach light, no external lights, etc.?

3)  Keep your eyes out on final looking for problems.  A timely call from an LSO has kept more than one aviator out of the water at night.  If you see a problem (no external light, no approach light, etc.), speak up and get the problem resolved prior to the ball call.

If a plane does show up on the ball and all does not appear as it should be…get rid of him!  Do not let pressure (real or perceived) to “get him aboard” allow you to let something stupid happen.  It has been said time and time again…”you can always no count a wave-off but you can’t no count a ramp strike!” (Or a gear up pass).  Speaking of gear up passes, we have had two in the last few months:  one during FCLPs and one at the ship.  Be careful about asking a multi-piloted aircraft to “verify 3 down and locked”.  Just because they say “3 down and locked” doesn’t make it so.  The crew in the F-14 that did the touch and slide at Fentress had done the landing checklist.  Both crewmembers had verbalized (over the ICS) “3 down and locked” (the gear handle was in the up position).  Had the LSO not mistaken the forward fuselage anti-collision light for a fast approach light and asked them to confirm 3 down and locked could they have responded (in error) “3 down and locked”?  Get my point?

Here is a piece from Stoner with a little lesson learned:

Hello Paddles,

Stoner here from CAG-2 in the gulf.  Re-learned a valuable lesson tonight on the 1st recovery that I thought I'd pass you guys to forward to the bubba's standing the LSO watch.  While standing in the corner on an early night recovery, one hand on a handset, the other in my nose, a Hornet at about 1.5nm starts chasing line-up ands settling like a big dog.  I pull my finger out of my nose and call "Hornet @ 1 1/2 miles, level off, you're low".  The pilot then answers up "302, no trim...trim failure".  I immediately begin talking him towards the start and onto centerline.  I have 2 squadron quals on the pickles and feel pretty confident that if we can get him to a start, I'll take a look at him.  First mistake.  The pilot does a nice job wrestling the jet to a little high, on speed & on centerline start.  The pass is looking pretty good.  OK, let's get him on board so the problem doesn't get worse.  Second mistake.  Just past the middle, the jet starts to go a little low.  "A little power" is called.  In close, the little power was only a little bit of the necessary amount!  The jet starts coming down like a turd off a tall moose!!!  A few screaming power calls later, a Hornet in fully staged blower crosses the ramp with about 1-2 ft of HTR and drifting left.  Into the wires - just another night trap.  The pilot did a nice job recognizing his extremely underpowered state (I guess the blowers we're a tell tale!) and not excessively over rotating.

Things to take out of this close call:

1.  If you just don't know what it is, wave him off!!!  Send him up to 1.2K and let the dust settle.  Fuel was not a factor and a minute of troubleshooting would have easily alleviated this problem.

2.  If you do take him, move out the waveoff window and don't be afraid to use it.  This needs to be automatic and something all your LSOs should understand.  I blame myself for this one; although I may not have had a pickle, I did have a handset!!!

3.  Have a game plan for what your backup / controlling LSOs' responsibilities are after CAG Paddles steps in on the 3rd handset. Remember that you don't always have 3+ miles to talk about it!  A suggestion:  Backup responsibilities remain the same;  Lineup and overall QA.  The Controlling LSO becomes a safety valve and gets ready to squeeze the pickle.

Something to talk about in your next meeting...  Here's what he had: The basic autopilot mode, Control Stick Steering (CSS), was engaged for the last 10+ minutes of flight.  In the Hornet, there are 2 ways of manually disengaging the autopilot:  1) The recommended method via the paddle switch.  2) By de-colonizing the mode on the autopilot scratchpad.  This method is not recommended and has a warning in NATOPS specifically stating this CSS condition could happen.  As the pilot came down the chute, he probably noticed a little "resistance".  As he got closer to landing, making more aggressive corrections, he was literally fighting against the jet causing extreme PIO.  

I write this email in hopes others will recognize my poor judgment and learn from it.  This was the second time I'd seen this condition - the first was cured after the pilot took his own wave off @ 1nm.  As a Hornet guy, I should have known to tell the pilot to "hit the paddle switch".  Regardless, the big learning point is don't press it.  There's nothing too urgent out there to sacrifice safety, especially if you're not sure what it is!  Fortunately, no harm no foul.  Paddles comes away unscathed again...

V/R,

LT Marc "Stoner" Preston

CVW-2 Paddles

Thanks for the input, Stoner.  I invite all Paddles to continue sending in their lessons learned so the School can get them out to the fleet.  CVW-2 even put out a HAZREP on this one.   Outstanding!  Passing the word prevents others from repeating our mistakes.  Keep ’em safe.

Adios,   


- Cowpie
AIRLANT

So, little Billy and his dad were at the local airport watching the airplanes take off and land.  Little Billy looks up at his father and says “Daddy, when I grow up I want to be a pilot!”  Billy’s dad looks down at his boy and says “Son, you can’t do both.”  …The jokes aren’t getting any better, but look on the bright side; I’m only here for another 4 months or so.

Belated congrats to “Drip” Dryden, former CVW-17 LSO, the COMNAVAIRLANT LSO of the year for 2000!  He was chosen from a tough list of nominees.  Every nominee should be proud; to stand out in the company that we LSOs keep is quite a feat.

Drew Basden (AIRPAC paddles) and myself are currently in the process of updating the COMNAVAIRLANT/COMNAIRPAC CQ, PRI A, and LSO instructions.  Please be on the lookout for these to hit the streets this summer.

For those of you that have not yet stopped by the “Platform” at the LSO School, I would highly recommend it.  Not only is the beer cold, but the sea stories and camaraderie are even better.  For you FRS/TRACOM LSOs, who are winning 3 or 4 bets per boat, feel free to make an occasional donation to the cause.

For the CAG paddles reading this, please send your latest training matrix.  I should be getting one form you every quarter.  For the FRS LSOs, ditto.  It is especially critical that we (TYCOM LSOs) know the state of the FRS paddles program.  The FRS matrix should also include individual desires.  I need to know who has resigned, who wants a job, and who is going to be fuels officer.  For the Squadron paddles, your job is to fly and wave.  Make sure that your CAG paddles knows your post tour desires with respect to waving.  That way he can put it on the matrix.

The TYCOMs have been addressing the IFLOLS field unit shortage.  They are well aware of the problem and are working hard to make it right.  The unit at El Centro is up and running as well as the one at Fentress.  Whitehouse has also kept theirs.  Although this will make life a little easier in the short term, it still falls short of what we need for effective long-term training.  We will continue to press!

Congrats to “Cricket” Acton and “Slomo” Delaere for being selected for the coveted CAG LSO job.  You guys will have a blast and do a great job!

Once again, if I keep on writing I will just be wasting our time and mine.  Just remember the standard LSO sign off, “Keep ‘em off the ramp and on centerline.”




- “Basher”
AIRPAC

A lot of learning and fighting has taken place since I last wrote to the bubbas.  I must say that this job has never ceased to amaze me.  Whether I was waving with my stomach in my throat or teaching some cones or getting some attention from the “Heavies,” I continue to walk away with the good feeling that we’re all doing the right job and doing it well.  Hat’s off to the CAG 2 boys and all of the Sandbox heat addicts out there.  Keep up the press; you’re in the home stretch.  Hat’s off as well to CAG 11 bubbas.  You all had a tall order and made it all work very well.  Good luck on Cruise and Take no Trash on or off the platform.  A little program talk first: 

IFLOLS has been a great asset for those who have flown it but getting the training has been anything but easy.  After months of fighting this one “Up the Rope," the issue has made it to the top items of concern by Naval Air Force.  Keep your fingers on the pulse of your training efforts and speak up with issues.  Also remember that bouncing until your eyes bleed is not a necessary evil prior to each boat.  It’s painful for everyone and we surely don’t have the extra funds to bounce for the “fun” of it.  The only people that say “good to go” are you and your CO.  Don’t be bullied into more if you don’t feel your pilots need it.  However, don’t go overboard and mandate 10 periods for the new kids and 6 for the front office.  There is a point where no one can get any better.  You get paid extra to know what that is for each and every pilot you see behind the boat.  We’ve got a rough road ahead with this IFLOLS thing but it’s not insurmountable.  Wave-off Lights provide great training too!  They’re not new.

Laser Line-Up is alive and working on CVN 74.  We’re working to get some good video during the next couple of FRS CQ periods to send to the schoolhouse for distribution.  Even the SNAP’s like it so it must be easy to use.

SATCC and Handsets have returned great results for the platform and so has ISIS.  All these little innovations coming out have made our life on the platform a lot easier and keep us much better informed.  For those of you getting these mods or expecting to see them on different CQ adventures, learn them and live with them before you shoot out any gripes, but send out the gripes once you’ve seen things work, or not.  We’ve got some great people helping us out in the program offices and they are striving to get us our upgrades.

Ok, now for the real meat of this prose.  The LSO program overall is back to a healthy state in the FRS’s and the fleet.  Training is going well and the boys and girls with “The Qual’s” are doing a good job of training and holding the standard to those in search of one.  The CAG LSO jobs are filling up a lot easier than I expected them to but that is a good thing.  The competition that everyone has been dreading is here.  Keep the press and keep the faith.  Quality and Timing are everything.  I’ll see you on the platform. 

Lastly, for those LSOs in CVW 7 & 9.  The Extended Landing Pattern Test Plan has been issued from CNAP/ CNAL and we “Senior Paddles” need you all to keep an objective view on this one.  Take every possible point you can think of into consideration and write it down, goods and others.  As the CV NATOPS SMEs we will be expected to objectively apply what we know and what you see and experience to justify a change to the rules if warranted.  COWPIE, BASHER, MAX, FERRIS, ROCK and I are expecting to hear a lot from you so we only ask you follow the normal LSO Guidelines:  BE FAIR, BE HONEST, BE FORTHRIGHT, BE LOUD!  Any changes from this test plan that come about will be made to encompass all of the Tailhookers from CNATRA to the Fleet.

I’ll be out getting some traps next week so excuse the smile on my face and my absence from the office.  Call me when you need to and keep plugging away for what you know to be the right thing.  Our superiors expect us to be the voice of sanity and reason; they count on it.  Don’t let them or yourselves down.  Your opinions are heard and count for more than you realize.  Keep up the good work.



For the Cause,




Dwoo     

CNATRA

Give us some feedback!

Paddles, I am very interested in hearing from the FRS regarding the quality of the students that we send to you.  DQ rates seem to be the hot topic these days and everyone is interested in sharing ideas to improve the quality of the product coming from here.  RAG Paddles will always be the guardians for the fleet and should not be influenced by the numbers needed to fill seats.  From the LSO perspective, the bar required to Carrier Qualify should never be lowered (until the extended pattern gets implemented).  If you get a chance, zap me an email or call and let me know what you like or dislike about the students that come your way.

If you are interested in flying three times a day and teaching new aviators how to land at the ship, come on down to CNATRA.  I need Wing qualified LSOs both in Meridian and Kingsville.  It will not be the end of your waving career unless you want it to stop here.  We currently have two LSOs heading back out to the fleet as CAG Paddles and the line is growing. 

Keep ‘em safe,

LCDR “Max” Stout

CNATRA LSO

DSN 861-3325

Stout.r.j.lcdr@nrst.navy.mil   

New Programs

If you remember waaaay back to our last lesson together, we discussed the evil (like the freu-itts of the dehv-ill) Dr. Doppler and his nefarious shiftiness.  If you missed my now classic monologue, fear not!  All the LSO Newsletters we've cranked out electronically (would that be `generated'? - ha!) can be immediately viewed from right where you're sitting.  "How can that be?" you ask.  "How do you know where I'm sitting?" and "Can you see what I'm (not) wearing as I read this?" are the next questions that spring to your (correctly) paranoid mind.  The answers are: ` technology', `magic', and `you ought to be ashamed of yourself.'

It is true!  The School (a.k.a. `The LSO School') has shot forward into the early 1990's with THE LSO SCHOOL WEBSITE.  The frantically typing Capuchin monkeys (introduced back in our June 2000 Newsletter - check it yourself!) have finally linked together enough text to earn a reprieve from bad-monkey obedience school.  So while they're collectively breathing a sigh of relief at avoiding a spanking, you can avoid some of your own by leaving your current website and steering your browser to:

http://www.nasoceana.navy.mil/
and clicking on `Tenant Commands' in the menu on the left.  There we are, about 15th or so from the top.  We're looking to make this your `one-stop shopping site' for all things LSO.  Need the latest Instructions, ARBs, Newsletters or CBTs?  They'll be here or double your money back!  Need to know about a program like IFLOLS, LRLS, SATCC, or VISUAL?  Want to know the history of `The School'?  Say no more!  No, really…

APARTS

Woo-hoo!  For a while, it looked like getting APARTS onto your Palm would be a little hairy - but thanks to the stroking this little program received, it's almost ready to pop up in the Fleet!  Big shout goes out to AIRPAC Paddles who put horns on the bull and then proceeded to send Mohammed to the mountain!  A face-to-face between the West & East Coast programmers went without much bloodshed, and APARTS 6.0 with PASS (the Palm LSO Gradebook) will be out veddy, veddy soon.  Hey!  Maybe if you check the website…

ARBs & IFLOLS

My source at Lakehurst reports that an Interim Amendment to the 62-12 was released to show the Stennis numbers.  When more info can be pried out of the steel traps there, it will be incorporated into the new 63-12, with Stennis, Nimitz and all the rest who get this great piece of gear.  Expect that late summerish-like.  Guess where you might find the latest Ship/Shore-based Installation Schedule? (On the website)  Also, look to see that you've got the 29-12/13 and/or 33-12/13 Interim Amendments that incorporate the EA-6B 20-degree flap numbers.  Once Prowler NATOPS lets them do that, you'll be ready.

OTP

In our last homework assignment, the Offshore Training Platform was thoughtfully critiqued.  It was quite surprising how mixed the reactions were to this innovative and advanced landing facility.  Respondents were evenly divided between FAE and GBU-24E/Bs to solve the program's engineering problems.  And what seems to be the result of what YOU, the Fleet, said?  Two words: either `Glub, glub' or `Gurgle, gurgle.'  Time will tell, of course, but the Magic 8-ball keeps coming up "No chance, Paddles" so keep your fingers crossed or at least close to a pickle switch.

AAGE

The Advanced Arresting Gear Program is building up steam…  and you can help!  If you're reading this, you've probably already seen the survey the kind people at Lakehurst had us send out.  If not, you can catch up on the latest here:

http://www.lakehurst.navy.mil/nlweb/AAGE/
I know the survey seems like `Summer Vacation:  Compare, Contrast & Discuss' but here is another direct input into a program that will affect the Fleet -  big time!  So if you've given your pint of pixels to the cause, thanks.  If not, don't ask me where your four wire went…

Actually, DIRECTLY BECAUSE OF FLEET INPUT, the going-in position of the program managers is that CVN-68 class carriers will keep the 2-3-4 wire config (and thereby maintain hook-to-ramp) rather than go for the 1-2-3 config with longer run-out capacity.  That position may change, Twister(-like, but for right now, that's good news.

The e-Big Board

Whenever we get students through here, we add their info to the mass mailing list, a virtual reality copy of the Air Wing status board in our office.  If you wave, have waved or just want to be cool, drop one of us a line at the School and we'll get you added to the list.  I know there are Paddles hiding out there somewhere - whole Air Wings even!  Don't be shy - we're from the government and are here to invite you to parties (and conferences, etc.)

Centerline Cameras & Replacement HUD Monitor

 A test of a preproduction unit should happen on Stennis in September.  If things go well, the rest of the Fleet will see the new cameras by December.  As per usual, funding to get things faster & funnier is on request.  If you haven't seen the difference a modern-era camera can make, you're going to be pleasantly surprised.  Especially when the replacement monitor comes on line.  Flat screen LCD, 9x5, useable in day & night - wow!  The contract has been awarded, and testing will also happen in September.

Long-Range Line-up System (LRLS)

As sure as God made little green apples, the rich get richer.  If you know what I mean, or have read either the preceding paragraph or the wisdom of AIRPAC, you can guess which mighty ship has got this neat-o training aid.  Fear not - it should be everywhere along the same time frame as IFLOLS.

Again, don't be afraid to stop by or to write us with your questions/concerns about all things LSO related.  We'll get you the correct answer 



Non-bustus some rectums,




- Lefty

Safety

Hello Paddles,

Allow myself to introduce … myself?  Digger Klein here, live and in person as the “new guy” coming atcha from Tomcat Land.  I’ll be making the feeble attempt at filling Flake’s shoes on the safety side of the house since he has gone on to bigger and better things as CAG 1 Paddles.  I’m sure that we’ll all miss him.  He was a good man.  Some say he still is.

There has been a couple of good lessons learned for Paddles recently that I’d like to pass on to the fleet.  The first comes from the VF-101 gear-up landing that happened in April during FCLP’s.  As a result of this mishap, we have expanded our light configuration training to include what each aircraft looks like at night with it’s gear up.  As it turns out, a Tomcat with it’s gear up will have a flashing red anti-smash light on the chin pod in pretty much the same place that the approach indexer is located.  This can be easily mistaken by an LSO as a flashing red approach indexer.  The key is to make sure that you see the combination of at least one glove vane and one wingtip light also.  This verifies the wings are full forward and the gear is down.

Our second lesson came from the last FRS boat where an E-2 attempted a gear-up landing at night.  To give you some background, there was another E-2 airborne with a gear emergency that needed to do a low approach; which added to the confusion on the platform when this one called the ball.  Thanks to Paddles & a timely waveoff, a mishap was avoided.

Bottom line, if there is ever a question…there is no question.  Wave them off, and bring them around again.  You can always no-count a waveoff, but you can’t no-count a ramp strike or gear up landing.

Well, my time on this newsletter is up.  I have one last request for all Paddles worldwide.  If anything happens on video (ILARTS or home video), that can be used for Paddles training, please make every effort to get that video to us.  An amazing amount of training material that can be used prevent future mishaps is being lost.  Whether it’s a Prowler going in the scupper or a Paddles crashing their POV into the Mid's car at Fentress, we need the videos for training.

Until the next time, keep em’ off the ramp.

- Digger
Quote of the Quarter

"What makes you different makes you beautiful… unless, of course, you've got some sort of cartilaginous growth coming out of your head that makes you look like a moose."




-Flake

Photos of the Quarter
Speaking of the VISUAL Program, here's some pics from the tests out in El Centro.  Here's how you see an FA-18 now (at 3/4 NM)…
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Add one of these to a carrier…[image: image3.jpg]
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A Hornet at 3/4 NM now!

Or a suuuper one!
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Neat, ain't it?

WHAT IS IT? [image: image6.jpg]



A) LSO School's new daiquiri machine

B) R2-D2's half-brother, SUX-2BU

C) 1st Production model of IFLOLS

D) One _NEP_ air conditioner, on loan to try to reduce the catapult-hot temperatures at `The School.'
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CVW-7 Fentress Follies

Points of Contact

CNAL Force LSO (AIRLANT N83H)

LCDR Chris “Basher” Blaschum

DSN: 262-3310

Comm: (757) 322-3310

Blaschumcm@cnal.navy.mil
CNAP Force LSO (AIRPAC N83L)

LCDR Drew ”Dwoo" Basden

DSN: 735-1155

Comm: (619) 545-1155

Basden.Donald@cnap.navy.mil
CNATRA Force LSO (CNATRA N333)

LCDR Rod “Max” Stout

DSN: 861-3325

Comm: (361) 961-3325

stout.r.j.lcdr@nrst.navy.mil
LSO School OIC

LCDR Todd “Cowpie” Watkins

DSN: 433-2515

Comm: (757) 433-2515

Lsoschool@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Operations

LT Bill “Lefty” Lawrence

DSN: 433-2518

Comm: (757) 433-2518

lsoschoolops@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Safety

LT Jason "Digger" Klein

DSN: 433-2527

Comm: (757) 433-2527

lsoschoolsafety@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Admin Chief

ABEC Melvin Peters

DSN: 433-3193

Comm: (757) 433-3193

Lsoschoolchief@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Admin

YN2 William Cunningham

DSN: 433-2530

Comm: (757) 433-2530

cunninghamw@nasoceana.navy.mil
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