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US Navy LSO School

1680 Tomcat Blvd. Suite 100

Virginia Beach, VA  23460-2189

DSN:  433-2515

Comm:  (757) 433-2515

Fax:  433-2911

E-mail:

lsoschool@nasoceana.navy.mil


Class Dates

****  HEADS UP  ****

The LSO Trainer's upgrade has slid to the right.  The IFGT schedule has been modified accordingly.  IFGT is required for a Wing Qualification, so plan accordingly.

Class #    Dates

IFGT (D-2G-0001) Initialtc \l1 "Class Dates
3-01 26 FEB - 09 MAR 01

4-01 19-30 MAR 01

5-01 11-22 JUN 01

6-01 06-17 AUG 01

7-01 10-21 SEP 01

1-02 05-16 NOV 01

2-02
03-16 DEC 01

AFGT (D-2G-0002) Advanced

3-01 01-03 MAY 01

4-01 25-27 JUL 01

1-02
30 OCT – 01 NOV 01

FRS/TRACOM (D-2G-0003)

4-01 10-12 APR 01

5-01 31 JUL – 02 AUG 01

1-02
16-18 OCT 01


To attend the above classes, request quota(s) from your TYCOM LSO (CNAP, CNAL, or CNATRA) via your CVW/TRAWING LSO.  Please do not send quota requests directly to the LSO School since we do not control them.  Type Command LSOs assign quotas on a priority basis.

     All classes convene 0800-1600 daily in building 240, NAS Oceana.  Plan return flights no earlier than 1700 on the last day of class.  Attendees should ensure coordination of BOQ reservations prior to arriving at Oceana.  Please note: We no longer have a block of rooms reserved for your use, so call SATO early.  If you do not do this you may be told that there are no rooms available.  FCTCA Dam Neck has a good BOQ [(757) 492-6913] and a Navy Lodge  [1 (800) NAVYINN] that are quite close to Oceana.  If you cannot attend, please notify the LSO School as soon as possible, so your quota may be filled by another LSO.

Aircraft Recovery Bulletins

tc \l1 "Aircraft Recovery Bulletins
The list of current ARBs follows:

Number
Date
Subj..
0-11-01-1
18 JAN 01
Quarterly



    Status

10-10D
18 NOV 97
Gen Info

12-12G
09 SEP 00
Barricade

29-12AA
31 MAR 00
MK7 MOD3

29-13AA
31 MAR 00
MK7 MOD3

33-12
18 DEC 00
MK7 MOD3

33-13
18 DEC 00
MK7 MOD3

62-12D
11 DEC 95
MK6 MOD3

 

 FLOLS
Interim Amendments:

30 JAN 01

#1 for ARB 29-12AA (Corrects wording for E-2Cs with T56-P-425s, adds F/A-18E/F data, confirms T-45A data as valid for T-45C)

#2 for ARB 29-13AA (Adds F/A-18E/F data)

ARBs can be ordered in PDF format from Chris Ziem at Lakehurst via e-mail request:  ziemca@navair.navy.mil

OIC Comments

Howdy Paddles.  We are finally making a little progress with our equipment acquisition.  After the LSO School’s message about the shortfall of IFLOLS field units and the barrage of supporting messages from the fleet, N78 seems to be agreeing that 44 field units is what we need.  Getting the money for 44 is another matter.  More importantly to the operator (that’s you, Paddles!) the delivery of these shore-based units is painfully slow.  IFLOLS field units are going to be sparse for the next couple of years.  What does that mean to the LSO?  If you are bouncing your squadron to go to an IFLOLS boat, plan early.  Make sure your pilots are prepared.  The School will keep the press on to get the new field units out there in a more timely manner.

In my 9 years of waving, “0” improvements were made to the LSO platform.  The platform on the Ranger (my first ship) and the platform on the IKE (my last ship as CAG Paddles) were just alike and had many of the same problems.  Platform fixes and improvements are finally taking place! These fixes (new centerline cameras, new monitors, IFLOLS, new handsets, etc.) are taking place largely because Paddles have become involved and shown a real need for improvement of the LSO workstation.  In FY-01 I would like the LSO community to keep the press on for improving our equipment and our ability to train.  Continue to gripe equipment failures.   Give your TYCOM Paddles and the School a heads up if you begin to experience new and unusual problems on the platform.  We are tentatively planning the next LSO OAG/NATOPS conference for the first week in October at NAS Oceana.  Make plans to be there and get involved with the future of the LSO community.

Adios,   


- Cowpie
AIRLANT

A mushroom walks into a bar and the bartender says, “I’m sorry, we don’t serve your kind in here.”  The mushroom replies “Why not?  I’m a fun guy.”   Okay - my jokes were much better when they weren’t in print.

Having just completed a CQ det, I will start off by encouraging every LSO out there (not just CAG Paddles) to inform `the powers that be' when the platform doesn’t work properly.  It is usually no slam on the maintainers, but the equipment is antiquated and needs almost constant attention.  It is incumbent upon all of us to report and record gripes on our gear.  I am the first to run from paperwork, but things don’t get done that way.  Take the 5 minutes that you were going to spend watching TV and write a note to CAG Paddles, or the Boss if you are out alone, or even give it to me and we will see that it is given the proper attention.  The ships want this stuff to work as much as we do.

Remember everything I said about the LSO community getting better?  It has come back to haunt me.  My house of cards has crumbled.  That’s my problem, not yours though.  I would like those of you out there that want to be a CAG LSO to give us (CNAL/CNAP) a call with your roll date and any special requests (I want to go here, my dad is the CAG…I want to go there, my wife is a Hull Tech, etc.).  The competition will be increasing!

I would like to say farewell to Q-Ball.  It is truly the end of an era when he is not waving.  Finally we will get a fresh perspective and some younger eyes out there.  Thanks for keeping us safe Q-Ball!

Anything else I have to say would simply be filler, and wasting your time.  Stay motivated and remember:   they can go to sea and fly without SFWTIs, they can go without DHs, they can go without XOs, but they can’t go without the LSO!




- “Basher”
AIRPAC

Greetings from Coronado!  Dwoo checking in with a full head of steam and a lot of good things to say about the LSO world and it’s health status.  My hat is off to QBall for expertly managing the job placement with so few assets and completing his career without incident.   For those of you who don’t know me, I’m a COD guy from the east coast who got a couple of lucky breaks and worked pretty hard to get some waving done early so I could have fun in the FRS.  My thanks to TQ, Bolter, Astro and JT for the expert tutelage and the inspiration to press on.  I won’t let you down.  

I’ve read many articles from my predecessors about how rewarding the CAG LSO tour is and how much you should enjoy your FRS waving.  They were right!  Coming out of VAW 120 with Cowpie, I was ready to leave but doing the CAG LSO thing was huge.  I was doing the CAT IV at 101 and life was about to get better.  I had a blast in Japan where I relieved QBall for the first time.  I was fortunate to work for a great CAG and had all the backing in the world from the ship’s CO, so it’s no surprise that my tour went very well.  I know that the fellas on the platform I left were doing great and having fun at it even though it was more often than they wanted to.  MOVLAS BAGEX does great things for morale and is the HORNET GRADE EQUALIZER.  Now QBall turns over with me a second time and our world is a lot different than the last time he left on the COD. 

On a sour note I learned that the square pattern was re-implemented by two Air Wings now, one East and one West.  WOW! I was hoping I’d never live through that again.  On a good note, we’ve got a larger talent pool to chose from now with the T-notch boys heading back to the RAGs to wave.  CAG LSO jobs will be there and maybe we can go back to three bubbas per Air Wing.  So you hornet dudes who are fence riding between SFWTI and LSO:  make the decision early.   Test your own commitment and it’ll pay off.  I’ve seen it and heard that the LSO job is more fun and rewarding.  I also see some wrinkles and issues for us to work through together with the implementation of  IFLOLS and Laser Line-up (whatever they call it now, just deliver it.)  Basher, Cowpie and I all speak the same and see things in similar light, as we should.  It’s great to be here and back in the States.  Keep in touch with us with e-mail and don’t take any trash.  With the shrinking money pot, regionalization and all the new terms and acronyms for the same old problems it’ll probably take me a month to reacclimatize to CONUS life.  Call me, drop me a line to let me know you’re alive or come by the Island and we’ll go to McP’s.  The Guinness is good.  I’ll be in touch.



- LCDR Dru "Dwoo" Basden

CNATRA

"Plane down…plane down…plane down off the port bow…this is not a drill!!!"  These are words that no carrier aviator ever wants to hear over the 1MC, particularly at night.  Unfortunately for me while debriefing CAG’s 15th OK 1 wire of the line period, those were the words that I heard mid-way to Hawaii on our ’99 WestPac deployment.  While racing to the platform, numerous thoughts went running through my mind.  What happened?  Who was it?  Any ejection attempt?  How many other planes are airborne waiting for this recovery?  Mostly though, I was dreading the thought of another memorial service for one of my buds.

As I stepped into the black night the first thing that I remember was seeing the flares in our wake.  Unfortunately I didn’t see any raft and the knot growing in my stomach tightened another notch.  As I searched the water fruitlessly the rest of our LSO team made their way up to the platform.   Planes were still turning on deck as everyone was trying to sort out what had happened and what was going to happen.  About that time, the enlisted phone talker ran over and yelled into my ear that the plane everyone was looking in the water for was actually still airborne.  

The F/A-18 was crippled with two fodded engines. The jettisoning of all external stores was mistaken for an ejection.  It was barely maintaining 0 VSI in afterburner at 80’ of altitude. The pilot was dumping gas as fast as possible trying to reduce gross weight.  After a few tense moments and then a quick discussion with the pilot, it was decided to bring him in for a single engine, ½ flap approach.  As we made a ready deck, the pilot informed us that he was unable to slow flight the plane and that he didn’t think that he could make the approach.  He would have limited or no waveoff / bolter capability.

The next thing that I heard over the 5MC were those additional words that no carrier aviator ever wants to hear on the flight deck, particularly at night.  "Now rig the barricade…now rig the barricade…this is not a drill!"   

Now in all honesty, our Air Wing was pretty good about doing the occasional barricade drill.  We would sit in the air-conditioned LSO room with the lights on and work through the ARBs.  After 10-15 minutes of working through the ARBs we would pat ourselves on the back, head to the platform and feel fairly comfortable that if we had to do a barricade, we would be able to.  But I never really thought that we would actually do one!  Why just that day we had a Hornet come in with a gear problem that could have potentially resulted in a barricade.  Afterward when the plane was safe on deck, we discussed the need to do another practice barricade drill with each team sometime in the near future.   I had no idea that night, I would be doing one for real. 

If I could re-live that afternoon, and actually have done another practice barricade drill, this is how I would have prepared each member of my team.  I hope that it will help give you some ideas when you practice a barricade drill.

1. Begin @ 1030 in the morning (no self-respecting paddles will be up) with a wake-up call consisting of a metal trash can lid and a soup ladle (for maximum affect, make sure to get the trash can lid as close as possible to the victims’ ear).

2. Once peeled off of the overhead, make each LSO run as fast as they can to the darkest room on the ship.  Pre-arrange the waxing of passageways and the positioning of enlisted personnel to trip over (also pre-arrange the stretchers for the inevitable “man down” call).

3. Once in the pitch-black room, give the team one crappy flashlight with batteries that are weak and a bulb that is intermittent to work with.

4. Fill the dark room with as many hurricane fans that you can find and set them all on max blast pointed directly at the team and the ARBs.

5. Borrow 50 boom boxes and crank them up as loud as they can go to simulate the EA-6B that will be parked and turning 5’ from the platform (“Best of Metallica” will work for the music).

6. Call the room every 5 seconds with some “good advice” to distract the team leader.

7. Get a field radio (make sure that it squeals and is generally a piece of sh#t for realism) and continuously talk for distraction.

8. Give the team a realistic problem and 5-10 minutes max for a solution.

Although you will never be able to accurately simulate all of the emotions felt while conducting a barricade recovery, this formula will provide a little more realistic training.

We were lucky the night that we barricaded a Hornet.  We had some good help on the platform and a good pilot at the controls.  If I were preparing for cruise today, knowing that all of my bud’s are relying on me to bring ‘em home when things go wrong, there is no way that I would rely on luck to get me through a barricade recovery.  “Train like you’re going to fight, fight like you’re going to train”!






Keep ‘em off the ramp,


 - “Max”
New Programs

From the History Labs at LSO School - In 1842, Austrian physicist C.J. "Lightspeed" Doppler discovered his now-famous "Doppler Shift", which involved revving an engine to the red line and then taking your foot off the clutch.  Actually, he found out that the wavelength of stuff like sound and light would be affected based on its velocity with respect to the observer, or something like that.  Thus, objects rapidly approaching would look bluer; rapidly receding objects would look redder; and S-3s would always sound like Hoover vacuums.

 Using incredibly complex mathematical formulae and other scientific words, we here at the History Labs report the following:  VISUAL (the replacement LSO HUD) and the first upgrade to the  mighty 2H111 LSO Trainer are looking pretty red to us.   Our team of hammer wielding monkeys won't tear into the LSOT until the end of March (hence the new schedule on page one).  VISUAL's debut is around 2004, and hinges upon the creation of other acronyms such as ADMACS and ISIS, which will feed data to the hungry little beastie.  You can see a picture of a proposed monitor for VISUAL in the column following this rant.

So as those programs go slip-slidin' away, we do have some things that are coming along `faster & funnier', or are looking `blue'.  Shaping up beautifully is Cowpie's Arts & Crafts project - the LSO School Bar.  If you're reading this, you're on the invite list to officially open the bar, farewell Flake and hail Digger.  The party's going down on Friday, March 30th, afternoonish.  Also, an interim LSO HUD ILARTS Monitor of the LCD flatscreen type to replace the current almost unusable DangervisionTM Monitor will be tested on a boat near you in the coming months.  We will finally be able to clearly see an aircraft day/night with clarity formerly reserved for CAG's stateroom or the ready-room-chair `LSOs'.  Couple that with the replacement centerline cameras that are being tested and we're going to be making some real money!

IFLOLS is entering the Fleet a-kickin' & a-screamin', and the `powers-that-be' are beginning to realize a production schedule of 23 shore units over the next four years just won't cut it, so there are rumblings of `faster, funnier' being heard here also.  Remember, five boats will have IFLOLS and LRLS by this September, nine by DEC 02, and the rest shortly thereafter, so find out which fields have IFLOLS and bounce on it early!  That may take a bad-deal CQ det somewhere (Key West doesn't get one until NOV 02).

Yes, APARTS is more than a four-letter word - it just seems like one sometimes, and we're busy working on version 6.0 with all kinds of upgrades to make your lives more simple & less difficult.  (Record & print FCLP grades without screwing up your whole database!  Print out MOVLAS reports to find out who's being greedy!  Simple CAG OPS summaries!  And much, much more!)  YES, we're aware of the Palm Pilot version you left-coast LSOs are using, and we're gearing up to make that fully supported by the Navy's APARTS program.

While we're working for you to get these programs headed your way, you can help yourselves, all LSOs, and pilots in general by continuing to write HAZREPS on equipment when it's warranted.  A lot of those same `powers-that-be' ask for proof that we need all this early-1990's technology, and our argument is only as good as the trees you kill or sadly, the videotapes from ramp strikes we still crank out on DangervisionTM.



Non-bustus some rectums,




- Lefty

Safety

That’s it - it’s over?!  It’s not over until we say it’s over!  Was it over when the Germans bombed Pearl Harbor?  Germans?  Whatever. At least he's rolling.  But what if I don’t want to go?

Alas, my plans for the LSO School Class Desk were shot down and I have to move on.  Staying here teaching and flying for the rest of my career would have been kinda' like my supermodel dream.  So I was all greased up with a beer in my hand, Claudia and Elle suddenly lose all their clothes… either way I still wake up with a woodrow and the dog licking my face.

But what a great tour it has been.  I logged well over 450 hours at the VF-101 Rag.  (I’d look up the actual numbers, but that would involve work.)  That's known as a shitload more than in the fleet.  Waved the cones at the boat and bagged in the F-14A, B and D.  Entertained hung-over paddles and hopefully skewed their way of thinking to, as I like to call it “Flakeworld.”  Hope they learned something.  Also this job, if you can call it that, involved many of the future Paddles projects:  radios, a new HUD for the platform, a new lens, cameras, gear, and all kinds of cool stuff.  If the money ever shows up we can wave from our staterooms; some of us do that already.

I couldn’t imagine not being Paddles; you have to stick out one way or another.  I would rather stick out wearing sunglasses and a float coat than being the guy with a third nipple.  But sometimes you can have both!  The truth of it all I have really enjoyed molding the hearts and minds of Rag cones and young Paddles; no, not like Michael Jackson.  You have the most responsible job for a LT on the carrier.  You hold your buddies’ lives in your hands.  Your voice is the one that guides them through the weather and darkness to the safety of the prison for overachievers (the boat).  All it takes is one “Thanks Paddles” from a pilot to make all the standing in the rain worth it.

Finally some advice from Flake:

· Never stick your finger in your eye after eating hot wings.

· Don’t poop where you live.

· You can no-count a waveoff, but not a ramp strike.

· Wear sunscreen and sensible shoes.

· Pee first then man-up, not the other way around.

· Keep `em off the ramp.

· Two words:  buh-bye.

- Flake
Quote of the Quarter

tc \l1 "Quote of the Quarter
"Sometimes you have to burn the village in order to save it.”

- Overheard during the `refit' of the LSO School Office / Watering Hole
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Flatscreen Monitor Mock-Up for VISUAL

(Top Left 1/4 = Commercial Flatscreen

Bottom Left 1/4 = Contractor

Flatscreen [Brighter & Better]

Top Right 1/4 = Controls Mock-Up

Bottom Right 1/4 = SATCC will be here matey, arrgh!!)
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Sample Display for VISUAL
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Buh-bye Flakey-Flake!!  We'll miss you!
Points of Contact

CNAL Force LSO (AIRLANT N83H)

LCDR Chris “Basher” Blaschum

DSN: 564-2723 x353

Comm: (757) 444-2723 x353

Blaschumcm@cnal.navy.mil
CNAP Force LSO (AIRPAC N83L)

LCDR Dru ”Dwoo" Basden

DSN: 735-1155

Comm: (619) 545-1155

Basden.Donald@cnap.navy.mil
CNATRA Force LSO (CNATRA N333)

LCDR Rod “Max” Stout

DSN: 861-3325

Comm: (512) 939-1155

stout.r.j.lcdr@nrst.navy.mil
LSO School OIC

LCDR Todd “Cowpie” Watkins

DSN: 433-2515

Comm: (757) 433-2515

Lsoschool@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Operations

LT Bill “Lefty” Lawrence

DSN: 433-2518

Comm: (757) 433-2518

lsoschoolops@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Safety

LT Scott “Flake” Snow

DSN: 433-2527

Comm: (757) 433-2527

lsoschoolsafety@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Admin Chief

ABEC Melvin Peters

DSN: 433-3193

Comm: (757) 433-3193

Lsoschoolchief@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Admin

YN2 William Cunningham

DSN: 433-2530

Comm: (757) 433-2530

cunninghamw@nasoceana.navy.mil
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