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Class Dates

****  HEADS UP  ****

The LSO Trainer is going to be off-line for a desperately needed upgrade from January to April of 2001.  IFGT is required for a Wing Qualification, so plan accordingly.

Class #    Dates

IFGT (D-2G-0001) Initialtc \l1 "Class Dates
7-00
07-18 AUG 00

8-00
19-22 SEP 00

1-01
06-08 NOV 00

2-01
04-15 DEC 00

AFGT (D-2G-0002) Advanced

4-00
25-27 JUL 00

1-01
24-26 OCT 00

FRS/TRACOM (D-2G-0003)

4-00
11-13 JUL 00

1-01
17-19 OCT 00
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To attend the above classes, request quota(s) from your TYCOM LSO (CNAP, CNAL, or CNATRA) via your CVW/TRAWING LSO.  Please do not send quota requests directly to the LSO School since we do not control them.  Type Command LSOs assign quotas on a priority basis.

     All classes convene 0800-1600 daily in building 240, NAS Oceana.  Plan return flights no earlier than 1700 on the last day of class.  Attendees should ensure coordination of BOQ reservations prior to arriving at Oceana.  Please note:  When coordinating BOQ reservations through SATO, ensure you inform the NAS Oceana BOQ that you are a student at the LSO School.  We have a block of rooms reserved for your use.  If you do not do this you may be told that there are no rooms available.  If you cannot attend, please notify the LSO School as soon as possible, so your quota may be filled by another LSO.

Aircraft Recovery Bulletins

tc \l1 "Aircraft Recovery Bulletins
The list of current ARBs follows:

Number
Date
Subj..
0-11-00-2
05 APR 99
Quarterly



   Status

29-12AA
13 NOV 95
MK7 MOD3

29-13AA
13 NOV 95
MK7 MOD3

10-10D
18 NOV 97
Gen Info

12-12F
24 MAR 92
Barricade/

 

Deck Pend.
62-12D
         11 DEC 95  MK6 MOD3

 

 FLOLS
Interim Amendments: 62-12D #1-Revised description of stabilization modes.  29-12#1 cancelled ARB’s 26-12/13.  Mark 7 Mod 2 barricade engines now refer to Mod 3 numbers.

OIC Comments

Howdy Paddles,  “Cowpie” here.  I arrived at the end of May to relieve “Alvin” so he could start earning his keep as a department head with VAW-125.  I must confess I certainly had mixed emotions when I first arrived.  I can honestly say that serving as CAG Paddles with CVW-7 was, and probably always will be, the best job of my life.  It is tough to leave a job you really enjoy. You have heard it said over and over again, ”CAG Paddles is the best job in the Navy.”  It is true.  I could not have had a better group of pilots, LSOs, or front office to work with.  All in all a bunch of “Damn Fine Americans.”

Now that I have been here for a few classes, I am happy to say that I am excited about being here.  It is an honor to help prepare the future FRS, CNATRA, and CAG LSOs for the challenging job of keeping our fellow aviators “off the ramp, on centerline, and off of the foul deck.”  I will pass on as much of my experience and “lessons learned” as possible.

In addition to teaching classes, one of my main goals is to make the LSO School more accessible to you out in the fleet.  Hopefully our future web-site will provide LSOs with one stop shopping for their administrative and technical questions.  More on that from “Lefty.”

Paddles, it is a pleasure working for/with you.  I’m looking forward to seeing you all at the LSO OAG/NATOPS conference (26-28 SEP 00) at NAS North Island.  Don’t forget about Tailhook (17-20 AUG 00).  The LSO School will have a booth.  Stop by and swap some lies.

Keep ’em Safe,

- Cowpie
AIRLANT

Howdy Super K-Mart shoppers! Here we are again, is it spring already? Yes - that means we’ve made it through the statistically tough winter months.  I’d like to say we did so without incident but that didn’t happen.  I can say that your dedication and selfless efforts did not go for naught.  We saved lives and averted disaster with some close calls.  You are all to be commended.  Uh-oh, you’re saying, that was the sugar so here comes the lecture, yes and no.

I do want to talk about perspective for just a moment and tie that into God, Naval Aviation, a suntan, fine eyewear, a good frothy beverage and lest I forget - Paddles!  How do all these topics relate?  The first and last are the beginning and end that tie everything in between together and make sense of it all!  Here’s the logic; I am God’s gift to Naval Aviation, I maintain the benchmark tan for aviators, always wear the coolest in shades, can hold court in any ready room or establishment of ill repute, pheromones, that’s me and of course I am the paddles extraordinaire, so I must be at the very least a demigod if not the all-mighty himself!  While this line of reasoning is pretty close to the truth for most of us, it is flawed; some of us are still wearing Ray Bans. 

Picture if you will, a warm spring day off the southern coast of the US.  The sun is rising high; the breeze is steady and the wake just visible on the wind-swept surface of the ocean.  Two Tomcats are raging in from the initial followed by a division of Hornets.  The Lead Tomcat, a department head, breaks at the round-down with a bag of knots.  He continues to fly an eye watering Ok 3.  Dash two, a second cruise LT, flies to an overshooting start and with paddles’ help gets back on centerline and with some sugar clears the ace into a Fair 2.  The Hornet XO times the four-ship break perfectly as he follows with another sweet break to an Ok 3.  Some more sugar from paddles gets dash two and three in for solid fairs despite the significant starboard winds.  Feeling good paddles starts talking to dash four early.  He angles into a big overshoot.  Paddles gets him back to center by the in-close but he is now high - no problem, we are god like, he will respond and we will get him aboard!  “A little power, right for line-up…. power, Power, POWER, WAVE-OFF!!!!”  Our little nugget just did what everyone knows we never do:  he made a power off line-up correction to re-center a high in-close.  He landed in full blower five feet from the round-down and cleared the ramp by less than six inches.

We’ve all seen this scenario play out in one way or another.  We start feeling invincible.  The boys are flying well and they are responding to your every call.  Heck, the sun is out, you have a tan and you look good to boot.  If I didn’t know better I might mistake you for the all-mighty incarnate!  Right up to the point that you assume that you can talk this nugget into anything.  He will respond to you just like the last five guys did - WRONG.  Don’t assume anything!  Is he working more than one parameter?  Is this a varsity correction that he has to nail to land safely?  Am I pushing too hard?  More often than not, we let our confidence cloud our decision process.  If in doubt, pickle him.  It’s easier on you to make him eat at Joe’s and take a little heat during the walk around than it is to clean your drawers out after another close call, if you’re so lucky!

Cut to the chase! Hey, you guys do save lives.  You saved dash four above with a barrage of power and wave-off calls, no doubt about it.  Without you he would be a mort, this much is irrefutable!  What is refutable is this:  we took control at the ball call; he was struggling but kept on hacking it because paddles would get him aboard.  We’re so confident in ourselves that we lost sight of the forest:  this is a nugget that is struggling and we are asking him to make the varsity save.  He’s got a one in ten chance to make it and we are banking on him doing everything right!  Guess what?  He didn’t and then he was very lucky.

Every once in awhile take a step back.  Think about the job, the stress, about being an aviator.  Get back to the big picture!  Safe and expeditious not just expeditious.  As paddles, you are given God’s work on the platform.  Take this as seriously as you take your professional development and your reputation.  With an occasional dose of perspective the paddles-to-demigod relationship is closer to reality than you think.  Bring ‘em all home and look good doing it!

- LCDR Ken “Moose” Masson
AIRPAC

See “Quote of the Quarter”

CNATRA

Lobo’s Den

     This will be my farewell column as my tour at CNATRA comes to a close.  LCDR Rodney “Max” Stout from CAG 2, will receive that “all important” pass down during our August CQ detachment aboard USS Enterprise.  Had it not been for all those good times on the platform and the opportunity to belong to a fraternity inside a fraternity, I feel that my 15 years in the Navy would have been a less rewarding, somewhat hollow experience.  With the A-6 Intruder becoming a victim of our Cold War victory, I was still able to hold onto a sense of belonging and self-accomplishment as I was still an LSO.  At the pinnacle of the Navy’s LSO echelon, I can leave the Navy from a position I could not have even imagined when I was a struggling, overwhelmed Aviation Candidate in Pensacola.  Had the Navy deemed me fit for higher leadership and increased responsibility, I would have gladly done another CAG LSO tour as I know we are short out there.  Ironically, except in time of war, few Naval Officers make more time critical decisions on a daily basis than a CAG LSO and the opportunity to help the CAG lead the Air Wing is right at your finger tips.  


 - LCDR Ron “Lobo” Wolfe
New Programs


The most common question from the Fleet we hear at the LSO School is, “Hey!  Don’t you owe me money?”  The second most common question is “What does the future hold?”  Our answers, via the mighty Magic 8-BallTM, are “That wasn’t me,” and “Looks promising.”  Very promising.


Hello Paddles!  I’m Lefty Lawrence, on a work-release program from the VF-103 Jolly Rogers (they promised to release me if I found a place to do some real work… but I’m here anyway.)  I’ve replaced Ferris, who went to relieve Cowpie, who’s here as OIC, freeing up Alvin to go on cruise with my old Air Wing.  Talk about your BUPERS domino effect...


The bells and whistles at the LSO School are getting a brassoing; by that I mean we’re going ahead with the upgrade to the LSO Trainer.  New visual systems, new aircraft models (COD, T-45, F/A-18E&F), and voice recognition that will make those pixilated pilots dance just like the puppets… er, I mean pilots in the fleet.  Still can’t get the computer to recognize the seldom used but oft applicable “FOR THE LOVE OF GOD STOP SUCKING!!!” but we’re close.  These changes will come early in the next calendar year (JAN-APR) which means all you future Wing-qualled paddles pay close attention to the opportunity to get into our scheduled classes for our blessing.  The current trainer will be unusable during the upgrade.


What would a good briefing be without some acronyms?  Pay attention; there will be a beer after this.  We’ve also worked with the heavy-headed types from NAWCAD Lakehurst on the VISUAL (Virtual Imaging Systems for Approach & Landing) System.  This is the all-encompassing bunch of boxes that will replace all the Vietnam-era tools we’ve been `making do’ with to get our bubbas aboard safely.  New programmable touch displays with everything from the ILARTS cameras to ISIS to Mr. Mouse and more!  New communications (based on the SIVCS set-up on the Big `E’, it will now be called SATCC) with all-in-one selectable direct lines to the pilots, the Boss, the Cap’n Himself, J-Dial, and if we’re lucky – free Sailorphone!  And an IR tracking camera with a frickin’ laser range finder to automatically pick up a plane from the 180, I.D. it, and give us ACLS-like info on sink rates and drift day or night.  It gets better!  They’re gonna build a joystick onto the LSO Platform to let us aim the camera!  Hello sunny Ports-o’-Call!  We, as end-users, just had to do some fine-tuning for the engineers.  It takes a Tailhooker to spot the obvious Murphy’s Law problems with the system, since we know what type of knuckle-heads will eventually be using the equipment (us).  So they won’t be puttin’ the power switch right next to the wave-off button -  the devil’s in the details like that.  OPEVAL is planned for the Summer of `02 with production to begin in FY03.


Of course, IFLOLS and (frickin’) Laser Line-Up are being funded and deployed faster than…  well, faster than putting a man on Mars.  They’re coming on-line to a boat near you soon (all of `em), giving the HUD-cripples something to stare at outside the cockpit besides the deck.


On a side-note, a technological advance that might affect your personal quest for knowledge and spiritual empowerment:  with a new influx of computers to the School, the Capuchin monkeys in the back room are as we speak clacking away at their keyboards, frantically working on the LSO School Web Site!  One-stop shopping for the latest in CV & LSO NATOPS, digitized Danger TV, answers to puzzling acronyms, and much more!  Until the random typing turns into useable HTML, feel free to use the e-mail addresses at the end of the newsletter to contact us.


Again, for the latest and greatest on what the future holds, join us at Tailhook in Reno (AUG 17-20) and/or the LSO OAG at North Island in sunny San Diego (SEP 26-28).  Or drop by the School; the monkeys need to be groomed.  And don’t you owe me money?  




- Lefty

Safety

It’s another bright beautiful day up on the platform, mostly senior paddles on this wave day.  The first aircraft rolls into the groove, sucks the power off in close and nearly hits the ramp.  Both controlling and backup LSOs look at each other as if the other was responsible for waving the plane off.  Sound familiar?  You need to act like you are the only one on the platform, not that you can wave naked, but you must not expect the other paddles to make the calls.  Other than “It looks like a (insert gender reference), only smaller.”  We have been pretty good keeping folks off the ramp lately, but even one is too many.  You can always ‘no count’ a wave off, but not a ramp strike.  The latest one, I like to call it “looking for per diem below the datums”, is VFA-34’s on 04 DEC 99.  This is the second hornet ramp strike on my birthday (VMFA-314 in 96) - coincidence?  I think not. The thing to remember is that more ramp strikes happen behind the boat than any other place in the pattern, and yes that’s where we come in to save the day.  Fleet pilots are not getting the best FCLP training on the East Coast due to the civilian pressure about noise abatement.  (The latest “fix” being proposed is a 1500’ barge to bounce on.  Why don’t we anchor the USS America and let her fair into the wind and bounce there?  Just put the hook down to qualify.)  So what does this mean to us as paddles?  Your pilots may not be as ready for the boat as you think.  Sometimes the readiness matrix requires 3 missions in one flight to keep up appearances.  Bouncing after an AIC or NVG hop (as long as no sacrifices are made for the bounce) may be necessary.  However, the best results can be obtained when each FCLP receives a dedicated period, dedicated LSO’s and dedicated training aids.  Utilize all the tools at your disposal as paddles.  The simulator is rarely clobbered by weather, and is not just for cones (rag students) anymore.  This is a great place to build up your instrument and inside-out scan, and “it don’t cost nothing.”  Be sure to include your back to the boat lectures and standard phraseology.  Experience does not equal proficiency.  Some of the crappiest passes I have ever witnessed have come “experienced” pilots.  Otherwise known as a whole big bag of suck.  Everyone bounces, no excuses.


Keep ’em safe and off the ramp.

- Flake
Quote of the Quarter

tc \l1 "Quote of the Quarter
"Please, Please, Please stay in, I don't want to have to do another CAG LSO

tour."



- Q-Ball



Points of Contact

CNAP Force LSO (AIRPAC N83L)

LCDR Brian “Q-Ball” Boring

DSN: 735-1155

Comm: (619) 545-1155

Boring.Brian.K@cnap.navy.mil
CNAL Force LSO (AIRLANT N83H)

LCDR Ken “Moose” Masson

DSN: 564-2723 x353

Comm: (757) 444-2723 x353

massonkm@exchange.airlant.navy.mil
CNATRA Force LSO (CNATRA N333)

LCDR Ron “Lobo” Wolfe

DSN: 861-3325

Comm: (512) 939-1155

cnatra.n333@smtp.cnet.navy.mil
LSO School OIC

LCDR Todd “Cowpie” Watkins

DSN: 433-2515

Comm: (757) 433-2515

Lsoschool@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Operations

LT Bill “Lefty” Lawrence

DSN: 433-2518

Comm: (757) 433-2518

lsoschoolops@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Safety

LT Scott “Flake” Snow

DSN: 433-2527

Comm: (757) 433-2527

lsoschoolsafety@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Admin Chief

ABEC Melvin Peters

DSN: 433-3193

Comm: (757) 433-3193

Lsoschoolchief@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Admin

YN2 William Cunningham

DSN: 433-2530

Comm: (757) 433-2530

cunninghamw@nasoceana.navy.mil
