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06 May 2003

From:  Traffic Safety Program Coordinator

To:       Distribution

Subj:    MAY 2003 TRAFFICSAFETY/SAFETY REPRESENTATIVE COMMITTEE

            MINUTES

Ref:    (a) OPNAVINST 5100.12F

1.     Per reference (a), the subject meeting was called to order by the Traffic Safety Program Coordinator 06 May 2003, at 0930 in Conference Room A, building 230.

2.    Old Business: No Old Business

3.    New Business:    

       a.  General Safety Committee:  The Traffic Safety Program Coordinator opened the meeting with general Safety Representative Committee topics:

1. Supply system shall replace current issue Sound Guard disposable earplugs (NSN 6515-00-137-6345) with new two tone polyvinyl chloride Sound Guard PVC foam plugs as earlier configuration stock is exhausted.  No orange color should be visible on the green and orange plug if the necessary two-thirds insertion depth has been achieved.  If they do not fit the wearer properly, users with very small or very large ear canals may still order Aearo Super fit 30 or Aero Super fit 33 foam plugs.  (Additional data on www.nasoceana.navy.mil/safety website)

2. Web Enable Safety System (WESS 1) reporting of mishaps should include all on-duty civilian and military occupational illnesses and injuries.  Supervisors should conduct the initial mishap investigation and record their findings on the NAS Oceana Supervisor’s Report of Civilian/Military On Duty/Off Duty Injuries/Illnesses/Deaths (posted on website) and forward a copy to the Safety Office so that trends can be tracked base-wide.  Individual commands are responsible to ensure that daily entry into the WESS 1 system is completed.  Contact the Mishap Reporting Program Manager Ms. Marie Cummings (492-6621) if you are not sure who enters data into the WESS 1 system for your activity)

3. CAPT Margosian noted that pocket sized ORM cards available from the Safety Center are a good way to remind personnel of the steps required to identify, assess, and control manageable risks, both on and off duty.  Either the Visual Information Support activity or NETPDTC Electronic Media Center may be able to help print them up for your activity.  The Risk Assessment Code (RAC) matrix can be printed on the reverse to help assess the relative level of risk.

b.  Traffic Safety Committee

1. Governing Instruction for the Navy Traffic Safety Program, the OPNAVINST 5100.12 Series, is scheduled for extensive revision.

2. Until further notice, the Motorcycle Safety Foundation Basic Rider Course (MSF BRC) conducted by the NAS Oceana Safety Office will accept only riders with a motorcycle endorsement on their state license.  No riders holding only a restricted Motorcycle Operator Permit will be accepted for enrollment.  (See website for procedure)  Permit holders are directed to the local Virginia Rider Education Program BRC classes conducted at Tidewater Community College (822-5347) or Thomas Nelson Community College (825-9158). 

3. The mishap and traffic infraction trends continue as before with driving on a suspended license heading the list of infractions cited with DD 1408 forms by the Security Detachment.  Serious DUI offenses continue to occur along with less serious improper backing and failure to yield citations being issued.  Parking lots are the most common location for collisions, where improper backing is usually the cause.  All intersections and gates are common locations for collisions, with no one location predominant.  Faded stop signage was a contributing factor in one incident.  LTCOL Leggiardro has indicated that his personnel will replace some of the worst stop signs as a self-help project, utilizing signs that the Safety Office has in storage.  Note that stop signs should be mounted at least 7 feet above pavement or curb, as appropriate.

4.The Click-It or Ticket Campaign is now underway to specifically target 18-34 year old male drivers.  The seat belt use compliance rate on-base is at or slightly below the 2002 national average seat belt use rate of 75% cited by Buckle-Up America:



Average Rate at Dam Neck Annex:  76%

(Based on a random sample of 300 drivers conducted 03 MAY 03 at Tarter/Terrier Ave)



Average rate at NAS Oceana:  73%

(Survey of 500 drivers conducted 03 MAY 03 at Hornet & 5th /Tomcat & D Ave)



The Click-It or Ticket message from COMNAVSAFECEN is posted on the website.

5. Reference (a) paragraph 5.c.(5) requires that tenant commands appoint an individual as Command Traffic Safety Program Coordinator in writing.  Forward letters of appointment to the Safety Office.  The command Safety Petty Officer who attends this meeting is an appropriate choice. 

6. Several representatives pointed out that both traffic markings and signage are faded at numerous locations.  The PWC Traffic Safety Engineer shall be requested to attend future Traffic Safety Committee meetings to address these concerns.

7. There is still no mechanism in place to identify and notify personnel driving a GOV involved in a crash or individuals convicted of “serious moving violations” to attend the regularly scheduled AAA DIP classes presented by the Safety Office as a condition for offenders to regain base driving privileges.  Regional standardization is recommended, following revision of reference (a).  (See website for AAA DIP schedule)

Note that the requirement for 4 hours of classroom instruction in traffic safety required for military personnel under 26 years of age is exceeded by attendees of the EVOC course and may be met by use of the Navy Military Training Traffic Safety JAN 2001 CD available form NETPDTC Norfolk Regional Electronic Media Center at 448 Bullpup Street, Dam Neck Annex. (Personnel under 26 do not attend the AAA DIP class unless they are cited as traffic offenders or crash GOV’s)

8. Any Self Help project to re-mark faded parking lot lines must be reviewed by the Safety Office prior to beginning.  The Better Military Traffic Engineering 2002 CD indicates that perpendicular parking stalls should be 9 feet wide by 18 feet long, marked by lines 4 inches wide and served by aisles and driveways with a width of 26 and 25 feet respectively for two way traffic.  The PWC Traffic Safety Engineer must approve deviations from these guidelines

4.  The meeting was adjourned at 1020.  The next scheduled meeting will be Tuesday, 03 June, 2003, 0930, Bldg. 230 Conference Room A.  Check with the Plan of the Week for any changes.









D.B. MacKellar
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