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Safe Passage

When you think of CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY, you probably think about infant and booster seats. But there's another, hidden child-passenger safety issue that's especially important during the months of summer: hot cars.
When it's sunny - even on relatively mild days - cars can act like ovens, with temperatures inside increasing quickly and dramatically. On hot days, the effects can be deadly. According to a study conducted by Dr. Oded Bar-Or, a pediatrician and director of the Children's Exercise and Nutrition Centre at Canada's McMaster University, within 20 minutes the air temperature inside a previously air-conditioned small car exposed to the sun on a 95°F day exceeded 122°F.  Within 40 minutes the temperature soared to 150°F.
Also according to Bar-Or's study, extreme heat affects infants and small children more quickly and dramatically than it affects adults. A child's core temperature can increase three to five times faster than that of an adult.  Heatstroke, or hyperthermia, occurs when the body's core temperature reaches 105°F. In a car's confined space, the temperature can climb so quickly that it over-whelms a child's ability to regulate his or her internal temperature.  Children's bodies can go into shock quickly, and circulation to vital organs can fail.
The bottom line: Never leave a child alone in a vehicle. Even for a few minutes. 
Source:  AAA World Magazine, Jul/Aug 2002 

Protect Your Eyes From Harmful UV Rays 
Most people are aware of the potential damage ultraviolet (UV) rays can do to the skin, but are less aware that anyone who spends time in the sun runs the risk of developing eye damage caused by exposure to these same rays.  Read more at www.preventblindness.org/news/releases/uv0502.htm.
Source:  Prevent Blindness America Website 
Even Common Chemicals May Require Special Gloves 

Just because a chemical isn't considered industrial-strength doesn't mean it can't hurt you. Seemingly ordinary chemicals are often overlooked when it comes to hand safety.  Although these products typically include an appropriate set of warnings and use instructions, users often neglect to read the fine print, leading to the possible mishandling of a hazardous substance.  Read complete article at <http://www.ishn.com/CDA/ArticleInformation/coverstory/BNPCoverStoryItem/0,2164,79753,00.html>.
Source:  ISHN Website

Six ‘P-L-E-As’ That Help Promote Healthy Swimming

PLEASE don’t swim when you have diarrhea. This is especially important for kids in diapers. You can spread germs into the water and make other people sick.

PLEASE don’t swallow the pool water. In fact, try your best to avoid even having water get in your mouth.

PLEASE wash your hands with soap and water after using the toilet or after changing diapers. You can protect others by being aware that germs in your body end up in the water.

PLEASE take your kids on bathroom breaks often. Waiting to hear “I have to go” may mean that it’s too late.

PLEASE change diapers in a bathroom and not at poolside. Germs can spread to surfaces and objects in and around the pool. This spreads illness.

PLEASE wash yourself and your child thoroughly with soap and water before swimming. We all have invisible amounts of bacteria on our bodies that may end up in the pool.

— Information courtesy of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Several tips on hygiene etiquette, diaper changing and other health hints, as well as other fact sheets                              on water illness, can be found at the CDC Web site: www.cdc.gov/healthyswimming.

ARE YOU AN AGGRESSIVE DRIVER?

Aggressive driving has become a serious problem on our Nation’s roadway’s. What is aggressive driving? Most of us know it when we see it, but the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), defines aggressive driving as occurring when “an individual commits a combination of moving traffic offenses so as to endanger other persons or property”.

Characteristics of Aggressive Drivers

___They are high-risk drivers, more likely to drive impaired, to speed, and/or to drive unbuckled.

___They are drivers who see their vehicles as providing a cover of anonymity and therefore tend to be less inhibited or more likely to engage in aggressive behavior.

___They are frequently “Type A” personalities characterized by high levels of competitiveness, time urgency, irritation and hostility.

___They run stop signs, disobey red light, speeed, tailgate, weave in and out of traffic, pass on the right, make unsafe lane changes. Flash their lights, blow their horns, or make threatening hand and facial gestures.

According to the New Jersey State Police, 63 percent of fatal crashes were the result of violations attributed to aggressive drivers. New Jersey State Police state that they have received over 150 phone calls to their Aggressive Driving Hot Line since it was established in late 1999. For more information on Aggressive Driving and a look at one product which addresses this issue, the National Aggressive Driving Action Guide, you can visit NHTSA website at www.nhtsa.dot.gov.

What Should-and Shouldn't-Be Inside your Medicine Cabinet -  Health experts say that heat and humidity from showers and baths can cause both prescription and over-the-counter drugs to break down quickly and lose their potency.  The best place to store medications is somewhere cool, dark and dry, and out of a child's reach-such as the top shelf of a linen or bedroom closet.  While you're clearing everything out, throw away expired medications and unused portions of old prescriptions.  Restock low or missing supplies and get rid of anything leaking or damaged and keep all medications in their original containers so no one takes the wrong product.  So what is OK to put inside the "medicine" cabinet other than medicine?  Items such as adhesive bandages, medical tape, gauze pads, tweezers, a thermometer, alcohol wipes and disinfectant can be stored in your bathroom cabinet. 

CPSC, Wal-Mart Announce Recall of Red Devil Gas Grills Sold at Wal-Mart 

WASHINGTON, D.C.- In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), Wal-Mart Stores, of Bentonville, Ark., is recalling about 60,000 Red Devil gas grills sold at Wal-Mart. About 155,000 of these grills were manufactured by e4L Inc., of Encino, Calif., and Quantum North America Inc., of Encino, Calif. Because the manufacturers are out of business, CPSC issued a warning about these grills in May 2002.

The product's design allows consumers to light the grill at an air intake tube, instead of at the burner. Though the grill appears to function normally, gas inside the air intake tube ignites. The tube can reach temperatures of up to 750 degrees Fahrenheit and present a burn hazard to consumers. There have been 44 reports of consumers suffering burns to legs, hands and fingers, including reports of some third degree burns, after the grills collapsed during use. More than 1,000 consumers returned their grills to the manufacturer because the grills collapsed. There have been no reports of incidents or injuries involving these grills sold by Wal-Mart.

These red metal gas grills have a tripod stand. They have a logo on the label of the lid and grill base showing a devil cooking at a grill with the writing, "Red Devil." The lid also reads "The Portable Outdoor Kitchen." The black plastic base, above the tripod, reads "QUANTUM HOMEWARES." 
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Both the Home Shopping Network (HSN) and QVC previously notified their customers directly about the hazard these grills pose, and provided a remedy. 

CPSC urges consumers to stop using these grills immediately. Consumers who purchased Red Devil gas grills from Wal-Mart can return them to the store for a refund. For more information, consumers can call Wal-Mart Customer Service at (800) WALMART, or visit Wal-Mart's web site at www.walmart.com. 

CPSC, Flat Rock Grill Co. Announce Recall of Gas Grills 

WASHINGTON, D.C. In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), Flat Rock Grill Co., of Powhatan, Va., is voluntarily recalling about 1,800 gas grills. The glass casing of the thermometer displays attached to these grills can break or shatter, posing a risk of cuts or other serious injuries to consumers.

These heavy-duty, stainless steel grills are Flat Rock Grill Shoreline Series Models 2000 and 3000. The model number is written on a label on the front of the grill. The grill has a thermometer display on the grill hood that measures 3-inches in diameter, and has a temperature range from 50 to 550 degrees. The thermometer display has "BBQ-1" or "BBQ Pit" Thermometer written within the glass casing. 

Independent retailers in the southeastern and south central U.S. and the firm’s web site sold these gas grills from July 1999 through July 2002 for about $1,200. Consumers should remove the thermometers on these grills immediately. To get a free replacement thermometer, call Flat Rock Grill Co. toll-free at (888) 308-7399 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. ET Monday through Friday. Consumers also can go to the firm’s web site at www.flatrockgrill.com.

For more information about these and other recalls visit: www.cpsc.gov
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