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Class Dates


 IFGT
 (D-2G-0001)tc \l1 "Class Dates
Class#       Dates             

1-00
08-19 NOV 99

2-00
06-17 DEC 99

3-00
07-18 FEB 00

4-00
20-31 MAR 00

5-00
15-26 MAY 00

6-00
12-23 JUN 00

FRS/TRACOM   (D-2G-0003)

1-00
30 NOV-02 DEC 99

2-00
11-13 JAN 99

3-00
11-13 APR 00

[image: image1.png]



AFGT   (D-2G-0002)

1-00
19-21 OCT 99

2-00
25-27 JAN 00

3-00
25-27 APR 00

 To attend the above classes, request quota(s) from your TYCOM LSO (CNAP, CNAL, or CNATRA) via your CVW/TRAWING LSO.  Please do not send quota requests directly to the LSO School since we do not control them.  Type Command LSOs assign quotas on a priority basis.

     All classes convene 0800-1600 daily in building 240, NAS Oceana.  Plan return flights no earlier than 1700 on the last day of class.  Attendees should ensure coordination of BOQ reservations prior to arriving at Oceana.  Please note: When coordinating BOQ reservations through SATO, ensure you inform the NAS Oceana BOQ that you are a student at the LSO School.  We have a block of rooms reserved for your use.  If you do not do this you may be told that there are no rooms available. If you cannot attend, please notify the LSO School as soon as possible, so your quota may be filled by another LSO.

Aircraft Recovery Bulletins

tc \l1 "Aircraft Recovery Bulletins
The list of current ARBs follows:

Number
Date
Subj..
0-11-99-3
14 JUL 99
Quarterly 

status of 

bulletins



  Status

29-12Z        13 NOV 95    MK7 MOD3

29-13Z        13 NOV 95    MK7 MOD3

10-10D
18 NOV 97
Gen Info

12-12F
24 MAR 92
Barricade/

 

Deck Pend.

62-12D
         11 DEC 95   MK6 MOD3 

 FLOLS

Interim Amendments: 62-12D #1-Revised description of stabilization modes.  29-12#1 cancelled ARB’s 26-12/13.  Mark 7 Mod 2 barricade engines now refer to Mod 3 numbers.

OIC Comments

tc \l1 "OIC Comments
So, why am I writing to you?  Truth is, Ferris is making me.  Got deadlines here, you know and he gets really angry when we don’t get our work done…  And “Alvin who?” you ask.  Well, I relieved LCDR Chris “Bolter” Bolt as the 15th re-incarnation of the Dalai here at the school and assumed my duties as Most High Potentate for Life back near the beginning of the year.  Prior to this, we kept ‘em all safe on JFK and TR during my CAG Paddles tour with CVW-8.  There I worked for the finest LSOs in the business and would like to thank again:  Devo, Flipper, Monty, Greek, Gang, Cheese, Fur, Fever, Jabba, Gerbs, Dewar, and hell, maybe even Santa.  Just for the record, that was where I also taught LCDR Ken “Moose” Masson ( now taking the helm as AIRLANT LSO) to wave.  I taught LCDR Brian “Q-Ball” Boring (AIRPAC LSO) to wave several years back in our CVW-7 days…  And what did I learned from them?  Well, Moose (by his selfless demo) has taught me that you should duck when someone in a foreign alley starts asking late-night questions with a 2x4.  Q-Ball has taught me that even someone who absolutely, positively was gonna get out just might want to stay in and wave, fly, fly different jets, teach and lead others, etc and have a damn good time doing it.  What can you learn from me?  Don’t know, but you’re all encouraged to come  to the mountain (or call) and give me a try.


There’s a hell of a lot going on in our business, today.  I’ll make the pitch here for everyone to attend the annual LSO NATOPS Conference/Visual Landing Aid OAG held this year at NAS Oceana on 26-28 October 1999.  There is much to discuss.  This past year has seen more than its share of both good and bad on the platform.  And while the good was great, the bad was terrible.  We will cover the conclusions reached from the CVW-3/Enterprise Mishap; we owe it to those who trust us with their lives never to forget its lessons.  In addition, we hope to discuss our last two barricades and the status of improving LSO radios :-)  as well as three Tomcat mishaps and oh joy!; new ARB’s :-(  just to name a few topics.  We look forward to hearing  your concerns, desires and guidance.  Keep ‘em off the ramp, on centerline and don’t press a foul deck


      “Alvin”

AIRPAC

Q-Ball here,


Greetings from Mecca.  I relieved Pancho Vela here at AIRPAC in April so he could get some well deserved sea time as a dirty rotten bobbin’ head in VAQ-140 (that’s the same squadron we were nuggets in together and he is is too cheap to buy a new patch.)  So far, I’m having a blast here; you want this job.  I came here from CAG-5 after some good waving with the bubbas out there.  Great shack if I do say so myself.  The good thing about this job is seeing all the boys and girls kicking ass on the platform.  You CAG paddles are making some damn fine LSO’s for the RAG’s.


For all you guys out there that are afraid of the move to Japan for  two years I’m going to tell you a few things.  Yeah, Atsugi sucks.  That is getting addressed from several angles and hopefully most will get rectified before the next paddles shows up.  My advice, live in town and it won’t be a factor.  The next guy that goes over there as CAG Paddles is going to have the best tour of his life, I guarantee it.   They  keep their jets and no one steals parts from them.   Just got their cruise numbers; try 110 per pilot, no shit!


You will be working for CAG “Hound Dog” McClain, a true leader, just ask anyone that has worked for him.  DCAG is “Flex” Galpin and shows up in October, another great American.  Senior LSO in the battlegroup is CARGRU FIVE, RADM “Timbo” Keating.  Look up “leader” in the dictionary and it has his picture.  You don’t want to pass on the chance to work for them.  Gentlemen, that’s the best front office in baseball.  Bart Giamati would be proud.


You will have opportunities to see a lot of shit you just don’t get in the States.  You will write the Airplans for CQ.  You will set up the FCLP dets to Iwo Jima (10 days, 40 jets, 100+ pilots, 1000 troops) – and they are yours to run.  You will fly your second jet at the ship, bank on it.  If it sounds like something you want to do, give me a call and we’ll set up your training track, (otherwise known as pick your second jet.)


If you want to stay in the States, I have six slots for CAG LSO’s next year on the West Coast and one body to fill them with now. CAG LSO is the best job in the Navy.  You’ve trained for five or six years to take this job and the airlines will still be there two years from now.  The fact is, there are nuggets out there that need your abilities.  Hell, I’ve met skippers that need your help.


Being the man that people look to when shit hits the fan is a feeling of responsibility that you want.  There is just no better feeling than walking off the platform, soaking wet, after getting your boys and girls on deck when you had to.  They may, on paper, belong to some skipper but they are all your boys and girls.  There is also nothing like watching the puppy paddles you train make good with the stick or make the same call you would make, in the same tone as you.   There is nothing like hearing all the bubbas airborne calm down and fly when they hear your voice on the radio and make no mistake, they will know your voice.   People trust you with their lives, how could you pass that up?  CAG LSO is the best job you will ever have.

I have some final questions to ask on this subject.  When you are sitting in your right seat drawing a check and not much else, how are you going to feel when you hear about the next afloat landing mishap?  If you are as good as you think you are, could you have made the difference in keeping some young kid alive?  Could you have brought all your airwing pilots home from cruise when someone else doesn’t?  If you can answer yes to those questions and still leave before putting your training to use, I hope you sleep well, I couldn’t.  I would not trade my time in CAG-5 for anything, anyone or any amount of money.

BREAK BREAK

The big issue of late in the LSO community is the value of the deck caller position. We on the West Coast are still using it with success.  It is a position that enhances safety when you use it properly, but you must train the bubbas to use it properly.  Here is how it is supposed to be used.  The LSO that is assigned the deck caller job for the recovery stands by the controlling LSO and tells him, via hand up, that the deck has someone or something across the foul line.  As soon as everything is out of the way and you have a ten foot window, he leaves, which does not mean you have to take the guy up to ten feet.  If, in your opinion, it ain’t gonna happen, unload them early.  Getting your deck caller out of view when the deck goes to ten feet forces reliance on the red light, you know, the one that means FOUL DECK.  The backup still has responsibility to keep his head on a swivel to make sure no one goes back out in the LA.  Above all else, if the deck is red,  you do not land a jet.  If you have any doubt about which window you are complying with,  you must wave them off at the hundred foot window.  DO NOT LET THE GUY STAND OUT THERE ‘TIL THE DECK GOES GREEN.  If you leave the guy out there til the deck goes green, you are now making him the primary indicator of green/red deck which is not how it is done.  Make sure you are training it properly and make everyone on the platform a part of every period.  Team Leaders, we put a lot of responsibility on you guys at a very young age.  Follow the rules and you will succeed at this job.  From what I have seen so far in this job, you guys are doing great; keep it up.


Paddles, I hope you know that it is okay by me to hang up on God himself if He is dragging your attention away from your primary job of “safe and expeditious recovery of fixed wing aircraft.”  We all have gotten the ill-timed call from a well meaning superior, providing you info on something that can wait ‘til the break.  Talk to your bosses and let them know how bad that affects safety.  I guarantee they will listen to you on this subject.  Not one of our bosses wants an accident, they just don’t know they are having a negative impact on our job.


You guys are doing a fantastic job waving jets safely aboard the ship.  These days, each incident we wave is picked apart so much, not because the powers that be think we suck, it’s because you guys are having such fine success that it is just out of the norm for us to have any type of incident.  You have been doing such a damn fine job, people think you are bulletproof.  You know you’re not, and the only way to stay accident free and bring all your pups home on your tour is to stay proactive.  Keep them off the ramp paddles.

Keep the faith,

“QBALL”








Home:(858)551-8586
AIRLANT

Coming soon – Moose’s hail, Astro’s farewell (You know -  Astro falling from a tall Moose)
CNATRA

Lobo’s Den

     As the fiscal year draws to a close, I realize it has been a little over a year and 8 CQ dets since our class “A” in August of 1998.  We have had only 1 blown tire incident off the cat since then by a T-45C and it was successfully diverted to NAS Jacksonville.  During FCLP’s, all Goshawk students have a dedicated period where the LSO does talkdowns to the arresting gear (T/G’s only) that is normally located well past the lens.  A short roll-in engagement is desired, no more than 100’, with a fly-in engagement optimum but carries the risk of a bolter which we want to avoid.  The student must coalesce 10 pages of NATOPS changes/additions into a time critical procedure that is required to counter the destabilized handling characteristics of the T-45 with a blown tire/tires.  After receiving his 10 line brief from LT “Squatch” Michealson, the SNA set up for his first pass that resulted in a bolter, missing the wire by only 4 feet.  The aircraft swerve on touchdown was minimized through counter rudder and minimizing time on deck with an early power back on call and an immediate/aggressive rotation rate.  His 2nd attempt was right on the money, landing just 10 feet prior.

    After August of last year, 3 months of my life was dedicated to preparing us for this eventuality.  We all remember our first LSO talkdown at the field that began as a shout down the passageway from the SDO, of an emergency AC inbound. “LSO to the runway!”  For most of us, this was our final passdown item that came solo as your senior LSO was now at the RAG and it was your ball game now.  We found an added bonus from our T-45 blown tire program - our LSO’s were getting OJT training that many had never had the opportunity to perform while in the fleet because roll-in engagement scenarios far out number those that require a fly-in engagements and a roll-in is procedurally more forgiving from both the pilot’s and the LSO’s perspective.  Something to think about.

    VT-23 has had 4 classes CQ in the glass cockpit Goshawk since March.  I’ve already heard the first “no HUD at the 180” call in CNATRA’s history, more to follow...  These fledgling HUD cripples are coming to a theatre near you and it will be interesting to see how they transition to a Hornet vice a Prowler/Viking in comparison to the analog SNA’s we’ve been sending to the fleet since the dawn of aviation.  They have had a 100% qual rate so far and have performed at a slightly elevated GPA with an average boarding rate when stacked against the T-45A. The database is still too small and the squadron early in its standardization of training to tell where the Gaussian distribution will fall.  Feedback from the RAG’s will help in our assessment of proper guidelines to follow for this newly introduced product.

    I have recently received a handful of LSOs from the fleet but I still need more!  Be ever vigilant on your watch.  Disaster approaches cloaked in routine and rarely gives warning.  

LCDR Ron “Lobo” Wolfe

New Programs

   Hey Ferris, all these new toys you talk about are great, but when will we get to see them?  Ok, here’s the deal:

Radios:  Thanks to everyone who HAZREP-ed their LSO radios, wrote messages, letters and just generally stuck up for the LSO community.  SPAWAR has a couple of things going on here.  Connie has the new handsets, they have a 25 ft. Kevlar reinforced cord, stainless cannon plugs and bigger, hamfist-friendly pushbuttons.  As soon as the feedback from Connie is processed, the rest of the fleet will get the final version.  


   Two new digital radio switches are in the works to replace the radio selector switches on the HUD.  These things will allow you to talk/listen on as many or as few radios as you want while allowing the CAG LSO to talk to the Boss, AIROPS, etc. at the same time, on the same handset he’s using to wave.   No kidding override capability from CAG LSO to Backup to Controlling  to CATCC.  These things are sweet, Enterprise’s CATCC has had them for over a year if you want to check them out.

   Please keep putting radio failures on paper – if you don’t know who to send it to, call us and we’ll tell you where to stick it.   All that documentation is what we take to funding meetings to fight for scarce bucks.

IFLOLS:   Yeah, it’s on GW, when do the rest of us get it? - and why can’t we get any field units?  Field units are the problem here.  The original plan was for the field lenses to be shipboard units without stabilization.  If one of the ship lenses crapped out, you could just grab a field unit and go.  Sounds good- but the bid the contractors gave had the good folks at Lakehurst changing their skivvies.  So, back to the drawing board.  The requirement is to have three more lenses delivered by April 01.  There are three field lenses in use now, one is here at Fentress, the other two are down at Whitehouse (one of them is the 8 cell MK6.)  

Laser Line Up:  Last year the test unit on Connie picked up the nasty habit of pointing down at the water whenever a Hornet, Prowler or Viking crossed the ramp – but the folks up at Pax assure me they’ve worked out the bugs.  Install on all 12 carriers begins this coming year, and 10 field units are being delivered.  Expect the Nimitz and Stennis to see it first.

VISUAL:  The new HUD is on its way!  VISUAL is a system that incorporates all the info on our current HUD, new centerline cameras (probably IR) and a TV/IR passive tracking system which supplies needles info to both the aircraft and the LSO’s.  The centerline cameras are coming soon, the new HUD not for a couple of years yet.


      If you need an excuse to get out of your boss’ task scan, come check some of these systems out.  We have video and photos of all the new toys here at the school, and we’ll have Lakehurst reps at the OAG in October.
Safety

tc \l1 "Quote of the Quarter
Required personnel for day recoveries:

   Wing or training qualified LSO

   Assistant LSO (if available)

   A qualified enlisted phone talker

   A qualified enlisted hook spotter

Let's look at these last two folks.  Who are these guys?  Who do they work for?  How can we train them better?   What kind of meat is in the tacos at the club on Wednesdays?

   The phone talker is talking directly to the V-2 gear operators.  He should be calling out clear deck/foul deck and the arresting gear weight setting. The calls need to be loud enough to be heard by those of us who are audiologically challenged.   The LSO's should acknowledge the gear setting and the phone talker should continue the foul deck calls until deck switches to clear, then call clear deck until the LSO's lower their pickle hand.  This position can save us from landing A/C on a foul deck or on the wrong gear setting.  There were no audible foul deck calls on the CVW-3 mishap last November.  Training I have instigated in the past includes increasing volume of calls followed by grabbing the backup LSO and turning him to say foul deck, or poking him in the eye with a sharp stick.  

   The team leaders need to train their teams to acknowledge the gear talker every pass.  If they don’t perform well, look at your training program first, not at the individual in question. It’s up to us to keep them interested and included on the platform. The platform job is a reward for the V-2 guys - out in the sun or watching a gauge? Kick in the head or jelly donut?  

Quote of the Quarter

tc \l1 "Quote of the Quarter
In the Ready Room, after a certain VF-41 LSO briefs the benefits of his DFCS equipped Tomcat, his German guest replies, “You know, I did think you looked much smoother in my gunsight yesterday...”

Points of Contact

CNAP Force LSO

(AIRPAC N83L)

LCDR Brian “Q-Ball” Boring

DSN: 735-1155

Comm: (619) 545-1155

CNAL Force LSO

(AIRLANT N83H)

LCDR Randy “Astro” Ferguson

DSN: 564-2723 x353

Comm: (757) 444-2723 x353

CNATRA Force LSO

(CNATRA N333)

LCDR Ron “Lobo” Wolfe

DSN: 861-3325

Comm: (512) 939-1155

LSO School OIC

LCDR Gary “Alvin” Herbert

DSN: 433-2515

Comm: (757) 433-2515

LSO School Ops

LT Bill “Ferris” Bulis

DSN: 433-2518

Comm: (757) 433-2518

LSO School Safety

LT Scott “Flake” Snow

DSN: 433-2527

Comm: (757) 433-2527

LSO School Admin

YN1 Vivienne Kerr

DSN: 433-2530
