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US Navy LSO School

1680 Tomcat Blvd. Suite 100

Virginia Beach, VA  23460-2189

DSN:  433-2515

Comm:  (757) 433-2515

Fax:  433-2911

E-mail:

lsoschool@nasoceana.navy.mil


Class Dates

****  HEADS UP  ****

The LSO Trainer is going to be off-line for a desperately needed upgrade from January to April of 2001.  IFGT is required for a Wing Qualification, so plan accordingly.

Class #    Dates

IFGT (D-2G-0001) Initialtc \l1 "Class Dates
1-01
06-17 NOV 00

2-01 04-15 DEC 00

3-01 16-27 APR 01

4-01 14-25 MAY 01

5-01 11-22 JUN 01

6-01 06-17 AUG 01

7-01 10-21 SEP 01

1-02 05-16 NOV 01

2-02
03-16 DEC 01

AFGT (D-2G-0002) Advanced

2-01 30 JAN – 01 FEB 01

3-01 01-03 MAY 01

4-01 25-27 JUL 01

1-02
30 OCT – 01 NOV 01

FRS/TRACOM (D-2G-0003)

2-01 16-18 JAN 01

3-01 10-12 APR 01

4-01 31 JUL – 02 AUG 01

1-02
16-18 OCT 01


To attend the above classes, request quota(s) from your TYCOM LSO (CNAP, CNAL, or CNATRA) via your CVW/TRAWING LSO.  Please do not send quota requests directly to the LSO School since we do not control them.  Type Command LSOs assign quotas on a priority basis.

     All classes convene 0800-1600 daily in building 240, NAS Oceana.  Plan return flights no earlier than 1700 on the last day of class.  Attendees should ensure coordination of BOQ reservations prior to arriving at Oceana.  Please note: We no longer have a block of rooms reserved for your use, so call SATO early.  If you do not do this you may be told that there are no rooms available.  FCTCA Dam Neck has a good BOQ [(757) 492-6913] and a Navy Lodge  [1 (800) NAVYINN] that are quite close to Oceana.  If you cannot attend, please notify the LSO School as soon as possible, so your quota may be filled by another LSO.

Aircraft Recovery Bulletins

tc \l1 "Aircraft Recovery Bulletins
The list of current ARBs follows:

Number
Date
Subj..
0-11-00-4
04 OCT 00
Quarterly



   Status

10-10D
18 NOV 97
Gen Info

12-12G
09 SEP 00
Barricade

29-12AA
31 MAR 00
MK7 MOD3

29-13AA
31 MAR 00
MK7 MOD3

33-12
12 AUG 99
MK7MOD3*

33-13
12 AUG 99
MK7MOD3*

62-12D
11 DEC 95
MK6 MOD3

 

 FLOLS
*For MK7 MOD3 Arresting Gear with Service Change 428 (incorporation of Mark 7 arresting gear high strength polyester core wire rope)

Interim Amendment #1 (for MK7 MOD3 Arresting Gear with Service Change 428) has been released (06JUN00).

OIC Comments


“Off the ramp, on center-line, and off of the foul deck” - the credo of the LSO.  As a whole, the LSO program has been doing a hell of a job.  Ramp-strikes, line-up mishaps, and foul deck intrusions are few and far between.  However, when we (LSOs) screw up, people die.  This note is a reminder.  The day that you decided to “pick up the paddles” and become an LSO, you assumed an enormous amount of responsibility.  You are responsible to:

1)
Your buds.  They are counting on you to keep’ em off of the ramp and not let any of their “stupid pilot tricks” get them in a bind.

2)
Your CO.  He is counting on you to train his pilots and let him know (honestly and impartially) who is not cutting it.

3)
CAG.  He depends on you to take care of his airplanes and his people.  When he signed your qualifications he knew that he could trust your judgement on the platform.

4)
The Captain.  He depends on you for the safe and expeditious recovery of aircraft.  He counts on you to have a complete understanding of recovering aircraft and the publications that govern carrier landings.  The Captain also depends on the LSOs to know their (and the Air Wing’s) limitations and speak up when those limitations are being exceeded.

5) The Sailors.  I don’t know if you have thought about it or not but you are not only keeping pilots safe you are also keeping the flight deck personnel out of harms way (even the ones jealous of your sunglasses).  If we let a plane hit the ramp or drift across the foul line, the pilot is not the only person in danger.


It is reasonable to say that every wing-qualified LSO in the fleet has made a timely call or given a wave-off that ultimately prevented a mishap.  The only acknowledgement received was likely a “thanks Paddles” from the pilot.  That simple “thanks” means a hell of a lot (even the “thanks” not said out loud).  Paddles -  keep up the good work.  Live by the credo ”Off the ramp, on center-line, and off of the foul deck.” 


- Cowpie
AIRLANT


The traditional LSO joke opening…  `A horse walks into a bar and the bartender says “why the long face?”’ (Insert rim shot here).  I will jump right into the fray by saying that the LSO community is slowly getting better with regards to manning.  By this time next year we will have more potential CAG LSOs than we have billets.  Here is my pitch to you…  A lot of the eight-year commitment pilots are starting to think about their follow on sea tour.  Obviously no carrier pilot wants to be a shooter when you could fly two different airplanes and wave.  The CVW LSO job is about to become more competitive (again) and a sought after billet.  If you want the job to keep from being a shooter then you may want to rethink your reasoning.  It requires a lot of time, energy, and dedication.  That’s a lot to ask for from a person who chose the job as the lesser of two evils.  We are looking for the guys and gals who have the skills, the drive, and the passion for the job.  Make your intentions known early.  I have six names in the hopper right now for jobs as far as 18 months out.  That doesn’t mean that they are guaranteed a job, but they are the ones my replacement or I will go to when the time comes.  That’s enough for my recruiting effort.  It may sound a little negative to some of you, but it’s the truth.

I’d like to put in my plug here for keeping the LSO mentality alive.  LSOs should be loud, animated, full of good jokes, good ball flyers, at ease in front of the ready room (not including Captain’s Mast), and above all an excellent mentor.  It is you who will educate the nuggets on operations on and around the ship.  Lead by example…although, leadership by yelling does work when needed.  If the baby is ugly, call it ugly.  Better to send one of your air wing buds home on a COD then to send them home in a box.


Finally, I am happy to be here.  I had a great time as CVW-1 Paddles, and I hope that any of my LSOs would say the same.  If there is anything I can do for you, or any questions that I can help with, route them through Cowpie before you bother me.  If he can’t help you then I guess I’ll try.  Keep ‘em off the ramp, on centerline, etc., etc.


- LCDR Chris “Basher” Blaschum
AIRPAC

Paddles,


The beauty of San Diego is that it is not Whidbey Island.  Anyone see my winter flight jacket?  I'm going to need that here real soon.  Blue Sky, Fish Tacos and La Jolla at your front door, what more could you ask for out of shore duty?  This is the time that I should go through and reminisce about all the old times and how scary the passes have been and how I single-handedly saved Naval Aviation.   I'll spare you guys a regurgitation of my FITREP bullets.  


I have had a great time on the platforms around the fleet.  It was nice to have contributed to qualifying the next generation of pilots but I think I got more satisfaction out of teaching the next generation of LSOs.  I was talking with Vanna and Stoner the other day about that same point and how different being a Staff LSO is than being a Senior RAG LSO.  There's just nothing like the responsibility of having the platform.  That is what I will miss the most.   


We have weathered some bad times here trying to find qualified LSOs

to staff the platforms and we now have all the platforms filled.  In the future, the near future, you guys are not going to be able to just raise your hand and be summoned into the fold of CAG LSO.  It is going to be competitive out there finding a job.  Do your best teaching the kids `Boat 101’ and let the chips fall wear they may.  I just hope that CAGs pick their LSOs based on the talent of the individual vice what platform he flies.


As most of you who know me can attest, being a squadron Bobbin’ Head is not the fulfillment of my life long dream.  However, I will have to console myself with the thought that at least I once walked among you wonderful guys.  I wish each of you good luck to go with your talent - you'll need both; but I for one have gotten by on luck.  As the man said, it is better to be lucky than good.   


Keep me off the ramp Paddles, 





- QBALL 

CNATRA

Hello from South Texas!


After three long years down in the land of the orange and white aircraft, Lobo has finally (suckered, duped, conned) found relief.  I’m “Max” Stout and actually happy to be back down in the Training Command.  Lobo has left me an excellent program with some of the finest LSO’s in the navy.  Unfortunately, like too many of our brethren, Lobo will be heading off to CivLantFleet.  All of us wish him the best of luck in his new career.


I’ve just come off of my CAG Paddles tour with CVW-2.  It was without a doubt, one of the most rewarding tours I have had in the navy.  As CAG paddles you have your finger on the pulse of the Air Wing’s morale and you are the anchorman on the safety chain.  I would recommend it to anyone who is interested in flying different aircraft, and being the go-to guy for the Air Wing.  I’ll miss “Flats” Jensen and the LSO’s of CVW-2.  It was a privilege to work with all of you.  Good luck as you start work-ups for the ’01 cruise. 


Congratulations to the CNATRA LSO of the Year, LCDR “Recon” Mostyn.  If you are interested in molding prospective aviators and flying 2-3 times a day while spending some quality time with your loved ones, talk to your detailer about coming down to the Training Command.  It’s a great tour and you can make a difference. 


 - LCDR Rod “Max” Stout
New Programs


If you made it to San Diego for the 2000 LSO OAG & NATOPS Conference, you’ve heard what I’m about to say once already.  I saw all of your antics at the I-Bar, so pay attention for two reasons:

1. You’ve probably killed the brain cells that once held all this knowledge; and

b. I’ve got all the dirt on you while you were doing that.

If you weren’t there, you missed a multimedia extravaganza that was came a close second to the `Technicolor’ presentations in the late evenings in Pacific Beach, as referenced in (b.) above.  Next year’s conference is tentatively scheduled for the September time frame at NAS Oceana.


In any case, you’ve probably seen the message we’ve released detailing the famous `Top Ten’ list of procurement priorities.  I’ll show you the official list here in case you missed it:

(1) Improved LSO Communications

(2) Replacement Centerline Camera, Flight Deck Centerline Camera Window, and associated Monitor for LSO HUD

(3) IFLOLS (Improved Fresnel Lens Optical Landing System) Ship & Shore Units

(4) Replacement LSO Workstation (VISUAL System)

(5) Long-Range Line-up System

(6) Arresting Gear Setting Verification Indicator (Electrical Interconnect)

(7) Low Cost Bullseye/ILS for FCLP Training

(8) IFLOLS Compatible MOVLAS

(9) ISIS (Integrated Shipboard Information System)

(10) LSO Training (Simulator / APARTS)


Now, here are the Certification/Sail Dates for most of those projects, to the best knowledge of the presenters at the conference.

IFLOLS (Ship):


[image: image2.wmf]NATTC

Dec-00

CVN-74

Apr-01

CVN-68

May-01

CV-63

Sep-01

CVN-73

Aug-01

CVN-72

Sep-01

CVN-75

Feb-02

CVN-70

Jul-02

CVN-65

Nov-02

CVN-71

Dec-02

CVN-76

Mar-03

CV-67

Nov-03

CV-64

NCP*

CVN-69

Feb-04

East Coast

West Coast


*No chance paddles (probably).

IFLOLS (Shore):


Look for another message in November from the school that details where these hotly contested shore-based units are going to end up.  Let the in fighting begin…

LRLS:


The Long Requested Late System, er.. Long-Range Line-up System’s deployment looks remarkably similar to IFLOLS.  The nice folks at NAWC Lakehurst are trying to get us the premium installation package – IFLOLS and LRLS at the same time.

VISUAL (replacement HUD):


Units for testing will arrive on two lucky CV/CVNs in FY02.  Boeing’s got some pipe-swingin’ 50-lb heads on it, so expect good things.  However, due to financing and contract shenanigans (that’s right – I call shenanigans on all these guys) we’re probably going to see the program delayed a year.  Sunovbeech-sheet.

SATCC (Comms Upgrade):

The Big `E’ and the Truman are already sportin’ this great new system.  You can expect the following:


[image: image3.wmf]CV-63

Feb-01

CVN-76

Mar-03

CVN-72

Oct-01

CVN-73

Aug-03

CVN-68

Dec-01

CVN-74

Aug-03

CVN-70

Aug-02

CV-67

Nov-03

CVN-71

Nov-02

CVN-69

Feb-04


 Miscellaneous:


The latest versions of ARBs, LSO NATOPS (including the changes made at the conference) and CV NATOPS can be found at www.natec.navy.mil.  You’ll need to establish a log-in, but then geek-out with all the handy .pdf files they have on-line.


The murmurs from the Fleet have been heard concerning APARTS, and I’ve met with the AIRLANT programmer in charge of fixing that little red wagon.  Many user-friendly enhancements (from data entry to report generation) and bug fixes are in the works.  As far as Palm Pilot integration goes (fantastic job done on this by the LSOs in CVW-2 & CVW-14!) right now the Navy is coming up with policy determining PDA use.  The CNO’s office is for putting PDAs into everyone new ensign’s hot little hands, while SPAWAR is against any PDA ever coming in contact with a ship’s LAN.  This policy is being developed by AIRPAC, and should be out in the first part of November.  The entire APARTS-on-Palm-Pilot future rides on their determination. 


Finally, the LSO Trainer is still scheduled for upgrade in January through April of `01.  The LSO soda mess upgrade (to full bar) will amazingly coincide with the trainer downtime.  If you’ve got more `skeet-shooting aiming fluid’ or `liquid attitude adjuster’ from cone LSO bets than you know what to do with, we welcome all donations (except Zima).


See ya in 2001…




- Lefty

Safety


When is the last time you walked out to the plat form to find things were broken?  Well Paddles, what did you do about it? Call the Boss? Did it stop there? Did you follow up to see if the LSO platform fairies (no not the Hornet guys) showed up overnight to alleviate the problem?  One of the many pitfalls of the LSO is that of filling out paper work.  We despise it.  It is not sexy, it involve cumputers and gramer and such.  You might just get a paper cut if you are not careful.  Guess what.  No paperwork equals no recognition, which equals no money and no fix for our broken stuff.  We are often our own worst enemy by putting up with sub standard or broken equipment because we are “hackers”.  The only time it comes to light that our shit is broke is when we crash an airplane, which we do our best to prevent. The quick short fixes have their place to help us immediately recover aircraft in the pattern, but without documentation we will receive no money to cure the problem with new equipment.  So the bottom-line, gripe up broken equipment (radios, HUDs, cameras) even after it has been Band-Aid fixed.

- Flake
Quote of the Quarter

tc \l1 "Quote of the Quarter
"Shoot it!”

- Lakehurst Engineer learning Klondike the hard way
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2000 Tailhook Convention LSO Booth

Be there next year!!


Points of Contact

CNAP Force LSO (AIRPAC N83L)

LCDR Brian “Q-Ball” Boring

DSN: 735-1155

Comm: (619) 545-1155

Boring.Brian.K@cnap.navy.mil
CNAL Force LSO (AIRLANT N83H)

LCDR Chris “Basher” Blaschum

DSN: 564-2723 x353

Comm: (757) 444-2723 x353

blaschumcm@cnal.navy.mil

CNATRA Force LSO (CNATRA N333)

LCDR Rod “Max” Stout

DSN: 861-3325

Comm: (512) 939-1155

stout.r.j.lcdr@nrst.navy.mil
LSO School OIC

LCDR Todd “Cowpie” Watkins

DSN: 433-2515

Comm: (757) 433-2515

Lsoschool@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Operations

LT Bill “Lefty” Lawrence

DSN: 433-2518

Comm: (757) 433-2518

lsoschoolops@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Safety

LT Scott “Flake” Snow

DSN: 433-2527

Comm: (757) 433-2527

lsoschoolsafety@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Admin Chief

ABEC Melvin Peters

DSN: 433-3193

Comm: (757) 433-3193

Lsoschoolchief@nasoceana.navy.mil
LSO School Admin

YN2 William Cunningham

DSN: 433-2530

Comm: (757) 433-2530

cunninghamw@nasoceana.navy.mil
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